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Two QUERIES concerning the 
New Tax on the Papiſts: 


VIZ. 


I. Whether it be Juſt, and Conſiſtent 
with the Principle of Toleration ? 


II. Whether it be Expedicut at preſent ? 
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QUERE LI. Qrraz 1 
Herber the Laying this Tax on the 
will Papilts be Fuſt, and Conſiſtent 
with the Principle of Tolera- 
tion? 


ANSIWER. Arswzn, 
The Principle of Toleration is, That no Man The Princls 


* ought to moleſt another on the Account of his]. 
* Conſcience, or his merely Religious Principles 
or Actions, but leave to every one the full Li- 
* berty of chuſing when and how he will ſerve 
oo God.” 

And the main Grounds on which this Principle The 
of Toleration is built, are, That Religion is a H“ 
* Thing in its own nature not to be forc'd ; That 
* it's every Man's own buſineſs to ſee that his 
Religion be right, and the Concern of no 
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(2) 
* one elſe ; That, Religion being a Perſuaſion in 
„the Mind, outward Compulſion can have no real 
Influence on a Man, any farther than to make 
* him a Hypocrite;“ and laſtly, ** That it is the 
” wy racticable Method of preſerving the Peace 
and Tranquillity of Society and Civil Govern- 
ment, which can never ſubſiſt on a ſecure Bot- 
* tom without ir.” 

This is the Principle, and theſe the Reaſons for 

mutual Toleration. x 
Who are Let us then confider what ſort of Perſons this 


2 Principle protects, and whom theſe Reaſons plead 


les of To- for. Not thoſe, ſurely, whoſe Religion it is, T 


tim. force the Religion of all others, and To be the 
Enemies of all Society and Government, where 
the Civil Power is in the hands of thoſe who are 


of a different Religious Perſuaſion from themſelves. 


For if it were ſo, the very ſame Reaſons which 
make for Toleration would likewiſe make againſt 
it. It would be for the Liberty, the Peace and 
Quiet of Mankind, to grant 'Toleration to all Men, 
at the ſame time that it would be neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of that Liberty, Peace and Quiet, to 
refuſe it to ſome. 
co tecenelle The only way then to reconcile the Principles of 
"* Princi- Society with the Principle of Toleration, which is 
_ oe — in part built upon thoſe of Society, is this; That 
Government. they alone have a Right to be Tolerated, whoſe 
Principles are not directly repugnant to the Wel- 
fare of Society, and the Security of good Govern- 


ment. And they who hold Principles incompati- 


ble with Theſe, can in juſtice claim no ſuch 
Right. This, and no other Method of Arguing, 
renders the Principles of Society perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the Principle of Toleration; and makes 
the latter follow, as a juſt and natural Conſequence 

from the former. 
Meaſares to But then, ſince the Principle of Toleration does 
be ebſerv's not wholly ariſe from the Principles of Society and 
in we re- . Civil Government, but likewiſt in part from the 
Principles, Nature of Religion itſelf, and the natural Liberty 
of Man, confider'd as an Individual; it follows, 
that Toleration in poiut of Religious Opinion, 5 
only 
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(3) 
only be reſtrain'd ſo far, as is neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation and Security of Society and good Go- 
vernment. And if Society and Government could 
be any ways ſecur'd under the moſt noxious and 
wicked Notions, (which indeed I can't ſee how it 


FT ſhould be,) it muſt follow, that it would be {till juſt 
and right to tolerate thoſe Notions. 


And this Diſtinction ought always to be carried Opinion ne- 


along with us in this Caſe ; That no Opinion is to zer f e 


ut ſome- 


be puniſh'd as a Crime, but is only to be guarded times an 


From whence it follows, that Evil ts be 


againſt as an Evil. — 


no other Penal Laws are juitifiable againſt Opi 8 — 


nions, but ſuch as may plainly and evidently 
made out to be no more than neceſſary Precau- 
tions, without which no one can anſwer for the 
Safety and Quiet of Society. 

And this will ſerve for an Anſwer to that com- Principles 
mon Objection, That not Principles, but Actions, pr Pai 
are puniſhable : For by this way of reaſoning it be guarded 

pear that Principles are not 41 * to — by 
be puniſh'd, but only the miſchievous Effect of 
them to be prevented. And if it were true, that 


Principles were in no caſe to be guarded againſt, 


when they were directly avow'd, and not only in- 


ferred from remote Conſequences, which were diſ- 


own'd perhaps by thoſe whom they are charg'd 


upon I ſay, if that were true, it would not be 


ſible to maintain Society any longer on a ſecure 
— or to defend it againſt any Evils, but thoſe 
which muſt throw it into the utmoſt danger; I 
mean Overt-Acis, ſuch as Rebellions and Civil 
Wars. 

Whereas it is certain, So:ieties, as well as pri- 
vate Men, (for they are compos'd of private Men,) 
have a Right not only to pn, "ths themſelves from 
direct Injuries done them, or endeavour'd to be 
done them, but likewiſe to guard effeQually againſt 
ſuch Evils as are plainly threaten'd them. And 
conſequently they have a Right to take all ſuch 
to this end. 

And, as it is by all the Laws of Nature and of 
Nations Juſt and Lawful, without any further Pro- 
Vocation, to make war on any Prince or State, who 

| © ſhall 


3 


. . 
, "UP : = 
— — . — * ins 
* * 


—_ 


x * * — 


— 
— 


— 2 En an 
6+ 6 


— — oO 
— 


2329 — 
- _— 


| ſhall declare that all the neighbouring Nations of 


lic 14 
mies 
Principle. 


F:ov'd to be 
uch. 


Papitt Pub- NOW to apply this way of reaſoning to the 


(4) 


right belong to them, and withal ſhew a Diſpoſi- 
tion to purſue that Maxim; ſo is it likewiſe juſt * 
for a Nation to ſubdue and baniſh from among 
themſelves all ſuch dangerous Subjects, as — 
themſelves, or muſt be eſteem'd in the direct and 
immediate Conſequence of their Principles, Pub- 
lick Enemies, and diſcover a Reſolution to deftroy © 
the Peace and Civil Government of their Coun- 
try; and not to allow any longer the Protection of 
Law to thoſe who would overturn all Law, and 
raze the very Foundations of it. 


PA 4 © WW ww 


Caſe before us: It is the plain Conſequence of 
what has been ſaid, That if the Papiſts are, and 
muſt be look d upon as Publick Enemies by their 
Principles; and if they have diſcover'd a Diſpo- 
fition to act according to the noxious Principles 
which they hold; they may in that Caſe with 
great Juſtice be baniſh'd out of thoſe Dominions, 
where they ſhew that they will not live in ſub- 
jection to the Laws that are in force, and not be 
ſuffer'd to reap the Benefit of thoſe Laws which 
they refuſe to * govern'd by. 

And if it be lawful, and if Self-Preſervation will 
juſtify the Baniſhing and Outlawring of Papiſts, 
it cannot be ſaid to be any Injuſtice to them to do 
much leſs, and to deprive them of but a Part of 
their Eſtates; and yet leſs than that, to lay on 
them ſuch a Gentle Tax, as an Hundred T honſand © 
Poumds for one Year, to help towards defraying 
the Charge the Nation is kept at, to defend itſelf | 
againſt the Dangers with which the Papiſts and 
their Friends threaten it. 

THE only Queſtion then is, Whether the a- 
piſts are ſuch Publick Enemies as I have defcrib'd 
and whether their Principles and their Practice 
deſerve that Character? 

And if this Queſtion be reſolv'd in the Affirma- 
tive, it anſwers the former one in the Affirmative 
likewiſe; That the laying a Tax of a Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds on the Papiſts for a Year is Juſt, 
and perfecily conſiſtent with the Principle of Tole- 
ration. N 
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IN conſidering this Queſtion, I ſhall not bring 
againſt the Papil $ remote Conſequences from erro- 
neous Tenets: But I ſhall only charge them with 
thoſe Principles, which in their firſt and moſt ob- 
vious Senſe tend to the Overthrow of all kind of 
Society and Good Government. 

And I ſhall fix no Principles on them, but Thoſe 


which I ſhall plainly ſhew are the Product of the the Iafa 
Infallibility, which all true Papiſts unanimouſly bility of the 
attribute to their Church, and which indeed is © 


the Characteriſtick of Popery, And I ſhall not 


even fix any Tenet upon them, but what is eſta- 


> bliſh'd by all the different ways in which any a- 


mong them diſpoſe of the Infallibility, which they 
all agree reſides ſomewhere. I ſhall fix no Doc- 
trines on Papiſts, but what have been ſettled by 
Popes, by Councils, by the Voice of the whole 
Clergy, by the: Approbation and Reception of the 
whole Laity of that Communion, and by the uni- 
verſal and concurring Practice of All theſe, a very 
few excepted, for whom I ſhall make proper Al- 
lowance: that ſo no Papiſts may avoid the Argu- 
ment, by pretending that ſuch and ſuch a Tenet is 
only the Bull of a Pope, or the Decree of a Coun- 
cil without the Pope's Approbation, or is an erro- 
neous Opinion or Practice in Clergy or Laity; ſince 
what I ſhall lay down ſhall take in every different 
Opinion that is receiv'd among any of them, with 
relation to the Infallibility of the Church. 

For it evidently follows, that, if Doctrines ſu 
ported by every Subject in which Infallibility 
can be _— to reſide, may be falſe, and Pa- 

e good Papiſis without holding thoſe 
Doctrines ; then that ſo long boaſted Infallibility 
of the Church muſt be given up by them as a 
Dream, fince the Church has taught what They 
reject; which in reality is giving up Popery. But 
if they will remain Papiſts, and continue to ac- 
knowledge the Infallibility of their Church, they 
mult abide by the Charge we lay upon them, of 
holding Doctrines, taught by Infallibility itſelf, 
which are plainly inconſiſtent with all ſort of Prin- 
ciples of Society and Government, eſpecially with 

thoſe 


(6) 


thoſe who are not of the ſame Religion with 
themſelves. 

— za o NOW the Church of Rome holds Three Opi- 

bangen nions, Which are of this noxious kind. 

withSociety- THE FIRST is, That it is a Du , to ex- 

| uſt Privci- tirpate Hereſy and Hereticks by Fire and Sword, 

ple, which wherever and whenever you can. 

Extirpating I ſhall not looſe time in proving This to be the 

Heretieksto Doctrine of the Church of Rome, ſince I dare ſay 

be a Duty. no Papiſt will venture to deny it. Any one who 
ſhould haye the Boldneſs to condemn it within the 
Limits of their Power, would, I believe, ſoon be 
made to know by Experience, that it was the ſet- 
tled Principle of that bloody Church. And if 
any one ſhould out of Impudence or Ignorance pre- 
tend to queſtion it, we could ſoon convince them, 
by bringing out numerous Necrees of Councils, the 
Conſent of all Doctors for many Ages, the Bulls 
of Popes, and the ſettled Maxims of the Canon 
Law. And we could further ſhew a Practice for 
many Ages correſpondent to the Principle. The 
Hiſtory of many Ages of the Caurch is Full of no- 
thing but the Cruſado's, the Maſſacres of innume- 
rable Multitudes, the Deſolation of whole Coun- 
tries, the Tortures and Fires which follow the 
Sentence of the Church-Tribunals and Inquiſitions. 
And this not in one Country only, but in all the 
Parts of Europe, and even in both the Tnates, 
wherever the Power of Popery has been able to 
extend itſelf. In ſhort, no Age, no Country, in 
which Popery has prevail'd, is without ſome very 
deep Marks of this ſuperſtitious Fury, The Hi- 
Rory of the Cruelties of the Roman Catholicks, is 
ſuch a Hiſtory, as cannot be read without Horror 
by any one who is not intoxicated with the ſame 
wild Principle that poſſeſſes them. 

And this Principle alone (which no Papiſt dares 

diſown, for it is a moſt eſſential one in their Reli- 
gion) is ſufficient to diſqualify them from ever li- 
ving under any Proteſtant Government ; fince it's 
plain it can never let them reſt, till they have ei- 


ther converted thoſe Proreſtants, or deſtroy'd 
them. 
And 


with 
And that it is a Principle of Conſcience, and 
» Opi- Religion with them, makes them the more terrible 
to Proteſtants, becauſe they commit theſe horrid 
to ex- Crimes with Joy, and Eaſe of Mind, thinking to 
word, do God ſervice by butchering their Fellow-Crea- 
tures ; and do not lie open to any Remorſe from 
e the Nature. 
re ſay © A SECOND Principle is, That Catholicks 24 Principle, 
- who are not to keep Faith given to Hereticks, where 514, Cache- 
in the any Damage may ariſe to Holy Church by ſo do- licks to keep 
on be ing. | Faith with 
ec ſet- This is a Principle, which, if it be true that the ä 
nd if Papiſts hold it, renders it impoſſible for Prote- 
e pre- ſtanrs to be ſecure in any Treaty with them, where 
them, they may break it with Safety. It renders all the 
s, the Securities of Oaths ineffectual, becauſe it may be 
Bulls ſaid to be the Papift's Duty to act contrary to them. 
Canon And a Diſpenſation from Rome, or from a private 
ce for Confeſſor, will at any time quiet any little Strug- 
The glings of natural Con'cience which may riſe in 
of no- them againſt ſuch Perfidy. This Maxim makes 
1ume- it unſafe to dwell under the ſame Roof, within 
Coun- the ſame Country, with them; becauſe their Su- 
v the ritition diſſolves not only all natural Ties, but 
itions. all expreſs and voluntary 1 they can 
U the enter into; if they think them injurious to the In- 
dies, tereſt of their Church. And fo all mutual Truſt 
zle to and Confidence, which is the great Band of hu- 
ry, in man Society, is remov'd from among Papiſts and 
very Proteſtants, who live together in the ſame Coun- 
e Hi- try. 
hs, is Now that the Papiſts do hold this Principle of 
[orror Perfidy to Hereticks, is very plain from the man 
ſame Treaties and Oaths which have been openly t. 
pens'd with at Rome on that pretence. 
dares It is true, ſince the Reformation the Popes have 
Reli- been more referv'd in letting out this Prerogative 
ver li- of diſpenfing with Oaths and Promiſes, ſeeing the 
e it's Advantage it gave the Proteſtants in their Argu- 
ve ei- ments. But we have great reaſon to conclude that 
troy d the ſame Diſpenſing Power is ſtill made uſe of, 
tho in a more ſecret manner, by private Confeſ- 
And ſors; and that by this means the Benefit of not be- 
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mg 
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ing bound up by any ſort of Obligation againſt the 


Intereſt of Holy Church remains entire ; and yet the 


Scandal of it, as that which diflolves all the Ties 


of Human Society, is conceal'd. 


What but this can account for the continual 
Breaches of all Promiſes, and Oaths, and Aſſuran- 
ces, that Popiſh Princes make to their Proteſtant © 


Subjects; or, on the other hand, from Popiſh Sub- 
jects to their Proteſtant Princes? 
We can never forget the famous Maſſacre of 


Paris, where the Proteſtants were laid aſleep by © 


the moſt ſolemn Diſſimulation and Treachery, un- 
der the Faith of a Treaty, and the A 
Kindneſs and Tenderneſs: and the 


rance of 
onour of the 
King himſelf, Charles the IXth, engag'd in the 


foul Perfidy. And the Action was own'd and glo- 


ried in by that King, who was made to believe 
he had merited Heaven by it, and was extoll'd at 
Rome, and by all the Roman Catholicks every 


where, as a moſt glorious and worthy Deed. 


Was not in the ſame Kingdom the Edict of 


Nantes ſworn to by their Kings at their Corona- 
tion? yet was it not firſt neglected, and then open- 
ly repeal'd? Was this condemn'd any where a- 
mong the Papiſts? No—it was made the Subject 
of the moſt fulſom Panegyrick by them. And a 
Prince no ways ill-natur'd, or irreligious, ſhow'd 

not the leaſt Reluctance, but rather Joy and Satiſ- 
faction in exceuting the Dictates of his Church. 
Who can doubt then but his Oath was ſome how or 
other diſpens'd with? 


Who releas'd our unhappy King Zames the Se- 


cond from the Oath He took at his Coronation, 


* which he broke almoſt as ſoon as he took it? Who 


prevail'd on him to deſert his Kingdom, and to 
reject all Terms offer'd him, rather than not eſta- 
bliſh his Religion by direct Perjury? Was not 
this Perjury extoll'd in the Church of Rome? Is 
not the Perjur'd King {till ſpoken of among the 


Papiſts as a Saint, and a Conteilor for his Reli- 
gion? Nay, we know that many Steps are already 


taken to his Canonization: His Miracles are already 


atteſted ; and in a hundred Years (he cannot be 
ſooner 


* . 


1 . 
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ſooner by the Rules of the Canons) no doubt he 
will be Kalendar'd for a Saint. Is not all this, tho 
a piece of ridiculous Pageantry, juſtifying his 
Faithleflneſs ? 

But I ſhall mention one flagrant Inftance of 
this Principle in the Church of Rome, which I 
eſteem the fulleſt Proof poſſible that this is the 
Principle of that Church, becauſe it was the AR 
and Deed of a famous General Council, and a 
Council not under the Management of a Pope. 
It was the Council of Conſtance. The Story is 
this: Sigiſinund, the Emperor, ſends a ſafe Con- 
duct to hn Hus, a Bohemian Preacher, who was 
Guilty of the great Hereſy of condemning the 
Vices and Corruptions of the Clergy. He had 
been cenſur'd for this by the Pope, on ſome other 
Pretences, this not being fit to own as the Cauſe 
of Diſpleaſure. He was invited by the Emperor, 
who ſeem'd to have ſome Eſteem of him, to come 
to Conſtance, and juſtify himſelf to the Council. 
The Emperor aflures him, on the Faith of a 
Prince, of a ſafe Ingreſs and Regreſs. Hus, in 
the Simplicity of his Heart, never doubting the 
Emperor's Faith, comes to Conſtance. He is im- 


- mediately clapp'd up in Priſon, tried, condemn'd, 


and deliver'd over to the Secular Arm by the 
Council ; and was accordingly burnt. 

The Cardinals, the Prelates, and other Mem- 
bers of the Council, prevail on the Emperor not 
to obſerve his Word he had given him. They 
tell him, that according to the Decretals, his gi- 
ving his Faith to a Heretick was unlawful, and 
conſequently not binding. No one of the Aſſem- 
bly ſeem'd aſham'd of the Perfidy, except the 
Emperor himſelf; who, tho he had Honour and 
Humanity enough to be diſſatisfy'd with the Pro- 
— (and, as it is reported by Hiſtorians, 
bluſh'd, when Hus in open Cormcil appeal'd to 
him if he had not come thither upon His Faith 


given him,) yet had not Vertue or Courage enough 
to encounter the Prejudices of his Perfidious 


Church, 


B Here 
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Here was a Publick Breach of Faith in a great 
Prince, made the Act of an Infallible General 
Corneil by their approving of it, nay requiring it, 
and juſti ying it, and proceeding without any re- 


gard to it. 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome? 


giPrinciple, A THIRD Principle of the Papiſts is, That | 


we they hold a foreign Juriſdiction, ſuperior to their 


:nedoms Allegiance to their Sovereign, and their Obe- 


d Sarees dience to the Laws of their own Country: And 4 
tos foreigu that the Pope may depoſe a Prince for Hereſy, or 


al 


andSpiritual for favouring Hereſy, and may diſcharge the Peo- |; 


| Juriſdiftion. ple in that caſe from their Oaths and Allegiance. 


Some go further, and ſay, that, in caſe Princes 
ſo depos'd do not ſubmit to the Church, it is law- * 
ful to murder them, either by open or ſecret Me- 
thods. But this I will not charge upon Papi in 
general, the far greater number of them denying | 


it abſolutely. Tho, I muſt ſay, the Gumpouder- 


Plot in England, the Aſſaſſination of the two 
 Henrys in France, and other ſuch Practices before, 


have not been condemn'd and diſavow'd at Rome, 


or in any authentick manner in the Church of Rome, 
with thoſe Marksof Infamy and Deteſtation, which 
ſeem'd neceflary to ſatisfy the World that they were 
unjuſtly charged with favouring ſuch Crimes. They 


have ſeem'd rather to betray an Unwillingneſs that 
Men ſhould be puſſeſs d with too much Horror at 
ſuch Practices. | 

But as to the Principle I mention'd, of the 
Pope's depoling Power, it is, and muſt be the 


Principle of the Church of Rome, as long as In- 
fallibility is their Principle; ſince Popes, and Ge- 


eral Councils, the Clergy and Laity, for many 


Ages were unanimous in it: tho they often 


ditter'd as to the Method in which this Supreme 
Temporal Power was to be wielded. Some thought 
it veſted abſolutely in the Pope alone; ſome, in 
the Pope acling in purſuance of the Decrees of 


Councils ; and ſome, according to the Rules of the 
Canon Law. But all, almoſt no one excepted, al- 


low'd of this Temporal Juriſdiction in the Church; 


till 


hat ſtronger Evidence can there be 
eſir d, that Perfidy to Hereticks is the Genuine 


a great 


General 


ring it, 


preme 
20ught 
me, 1n 
ces of 


of the 
ed, al- 
hurch; 


till 


Civil Authority, 
their Oaths and Allegiance to him. And the Prin- 
ciple of not keeping Faith with Hereticks tcaches 
the People to diſregard all Oaths they take, and 


| (ir) 
All the Reformation began to open the Eyes of 
even Popiſh Princes, as far as concern'd their 
Power, and made them more Rebellious Vaſlals to 
the Church than they had us'd to be before. Yet 


the true Papiſts hold this Doctrine till; and none 


more than our Engliſh Paiſis, as I ſhall 3 
ly have occaſion to prove by Matter of Fa 
Now this is a Principle, which — diſqualifies 


all Papiſts who hold it from living under any Go- 
vernment, excepting only the Pope's Temporal 
Dominion about Rome, in the Stato della Chieſa. 
But it makes it moſt dangerous to allow ſuch Pa- 
Piſts to live in a Proteſtant Country, eſpecially 
where there is a Popi/h Pretender to the Crown. 
For here all their pernicious Principles combine to 
the Deſtruction and Ruin of that 


eretical Coun- 
try. Their extirpating Principle requires them to 
endeavour to their utmoſt the rooting out of He- 
reſy. The Church, by its ſupreme Authority, de- 
clares an Heretical Prince, -or even a Favourer of 
Hereſy, (i. e. a Prince who is not for Perſecution,) 
to be fallen from his Dignity, and deprived of his 
and the People abfolv'd from 


all Aſſurances they give, to a Prince who lies un- 
der the Cenſures of the Church. So that in this 
Principle, of holding a.foreign Obedience, all the 
other pernicious rines of the Papiſts unite a- 
gainſt the Safety and Welfare of a Proteſtant 
Country, if they happen to live in one. 

This being therefore ſo very dangerous a Prin- 
ciple, where it is harbour'd in a Proteſtant Coun- 
try; and it being fitly denied by the Papiſts, 
who are aſham'd to own it, where they have not 
Power enough to make ir appear too terrible to be 
laugh'd at; and yet being as ſtiffly ſtood to and 
maintain'd by them, where they have had Power 
to put it in practice effectually: I ſhall enlarge a 
little on the Midler of this Doctrine, and examine 
the Progreſs of it from its firſt Riſe, till the Court 


of Rome were afraid any longer to exert it openly. 
B 2 . 


The higheſt 


Claim of the 
Popes for 
Temporal 
Power. 


(12) | 
THE higheſt Doctrine with relation to the 
Temporal Power of the Pope is the oldeſt. Ir is 
ſimply, © That the Pope has by Divine Right 
* full and abſolute Power over the whole Earth, 
„ both in Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Matters.” This 
is the Doctrine of moſt of the Canoniſis, of Au- 


guſtinus Triumphans, Alvarus Pelagins, Panor- 


mitan''s, Hoſtienſis, Silveſter, and ſeveral others. 
Thomas Aquinas (the great Doctor of the 
Church of Rome, call'd the Angelica! Doctor) 
reaches, © that when any one is denounc'd excom- 
* municated for Apoſtacy, his Subjects are ipſo 
facto freed from his Dominion, and from their 
“ Oaths of Fidelity to him.” (Th. 2. ſecumd. qu. 


12. art. 2.) 


And purſuant to this Doctrine, the Pope was | 


ſtil'd by ſome of the Prelates in the laſt great 
Council of the Lateran, The Prince of the World, 
* and the King of Kings, and Monarch of the 
* whole Earth.” And they ſtir'd up Zeo with 


theſe Words, Snatch up therefore the two-edg'd - 


* Sword of Divine Power · committed to thee for 
* to thee is given all Power in Heaven and Earth.“ 
(Epiſe. Salat. Seſf. 1. P. 24. Del Rio Seff. 8. p. 8). 
Epiſe. Patrac. Seſſ. 10. Pp. 132, 133.) 

And Haronius affirms, © That without doubt 


© the Political Power is ſubject to the Sacerdotal, 


A ſoberer 
Claim a- 
mounting to 
the ſame in 
etfett. 


and © That God has ſubjected the Political Em- 
4 pire to the Dominion of the Spiritual Church.“ 
[An. 57. C. 32, 32.) / 

But this is the utmoſt Stretch of the Papal Pre- 
tenſions in the moſt ignorant, and conſequently 
moſt impudent, Ages of the Church ; which many 
ſoberer Paßiſts would never come into. 

Yet the Opinion, which ZBellarmine tells us was 
the moit commonly receiv'd Opinion of Carbolicks, 
was in effect the ſame thing, tho not ſo ſhame- 
lefly expreſſed. | 

The Opinion was, © That the Pope has not di- 
« rectly and immediately any Temporal Power, 
but only a Spiritual ong; but yet has in virtue 
* of that Spiritual Powen, at leaſt indirectly, a 

| **  cBr- 


ower, 
irtue 
Hy, a 
cer- 
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certain Power, and That Supreme, even in 


« 'Temporals.” (Zell. 5. 71 4 


I believe every one will 


opinion that ſuch 


an indirect Power as This will ſoon draw to itſelf 


all real Power, as much as, nay perhaps more than 
the Claim of the moſt direct one could do. 


It may be worth while to trace back the Steps Iagances of 
by which this enormous Claim was carried on and Popes exers 
maintain d, from the laſt Inſtance of its being o- f this 


ded 


e laſt Inſtance was the Bull of Sixtus V. a- Power. 
gainſt Henry King of Navarre, and the Prince of 


penly exercis'd by a Popos. 
ſi 


© Laws or Commands.” 


our Queen Elizabeth. 


Conde, in 1585. In this Bull, the Pope aſſerts 
an Authority to St. Peter and his Succeſſors a- 
„ bove all Kings and Princes, to caſt them down 
« from their Thrones, tho never ſo powerful. 
« And in vertue of this high Power he deprives 
„Them, and their Poſterity of their Dominions 
* and Kingdoms, and abſolves all their Subjects 
* from all Oaths or Allegiance to them, forbid- 
ding any of them to dare to obey any of their 


Fifteen Years before this, Pius V. had in the 
ſame manner, and much the ſame Stile, depos'd 


Before this again, in 1346, Clement VI. pretend- 


| ed to depoſe the Emperor Zewis IV. 


And, in 1311, Clement V. in the great Synod of 


Vienna, declares, © by the Advice of the Synod, 
that certain Oaths the Emperor had taken to 


i the Pope, were to be deem'd proper Oaths of 


Fealty.“ 


An. 1294, Boniface VIII. decreed (the 


Decree 


is in the Canon Law, Extrav. Com. l. 1. tit. 8. 


cap. 1.) That it was neceſſary to Salvation for 
every human Creature to be ſubject to the Ro- 


* man Pontifex, and that one Sword muſt be un- 
der another, the 'Temporal ſubject to the Spiri- 


* tual Authority.“ 


This Decree was confirm'd by the Tateran 
Council held under Les X. (Conc. Lateran. Seſſ. l r. 


P. 15 ;.) Melchior Canns tells us ſo likewiſe, (oc. 


6, 4.) And Haronius ſays of this Decree, 


© That 
© none 


( 14) 


none diſſent from it, but ſuch as by Diſcord fall 


from the Church.” (A. 1053. 6.14.) 


Some Years before this Decree of Noni face, 


An. 1245, Innocent IV. in a General Council held 
at Lions, with the Advice, as he ſays, of the holy 
Council, declar'd the Emperor Frederick 11. his 
Vaſſal, and depriv'd him for his wicked Miſcar- 
** riages,” as he calls them; © and not only ab- 
* folv'd the Oaths of his Subjects, but forbid them 
* to aid or obey him, under the pain of being i#/0 
facto excommunicated.” (P. Innoc. IV. in Conc. 
Tned.) | 

Again, a few Years before this, Innocent III. 
An. 1212, © Anathematiz'd, and then, in a Council 
of Prelates at me, depos'd the Emperor O- 
tho IV. as Rebellious to the Apoſtolical See, 
and obſtinate.” ¶ Nauclerus, An. 1212.) 

And this Authority which the Poe exerciſed 
was =_ rted by the great and numerous Later an 
Counci held 2 this Pope, in which Council it 
was decreed, 'That if a temporal Lord, bein 
« requir'd and admoniſh'd by the Church, ſhoul 
* neglect to purge his Territory from Heretica! 
* Filth, he ſhould by the Metropolitan, and the 
* other Comprovincial Biſhops be noos'd in the 
« Band of Excommunication; and if he ſhould 
«* ſlight to make Satisfaction within a Year, it 
* ſhould be fignified to the Pope, that he might 
from that time denounce the Sub abſolv'd 


* from their Fealty to him, and expoſe the Territory | 
to be {eiz'd on by Catholicks,” Sc. (Conc. Later. | 


cap. 3. in Decret. Greg. Lib. 5. tit. 7. cap. 12.) 


And this Evidence is of the more _— be- 


cauſe this Lateran Council was ſpoken of by the 
Council of Trent, (that great Corner Stone of Po- 


pery,) as a true Repreſentative *of the Church. | 


{ Syn. Trident. Seſſ. 14. cap. 5.) 
And about 1c9 Years before this again, An. 
1999, Paſchel II. depriv'd the Emperor Hen- 


y IV; and, in his 5th Letter to Robert Count of 


Flanders, excites that Count to —— the Em- 
ror, aſſuring him, That no Sacrifice was more 


% grateful, to God, than to fight againſt Him, who | 
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« endeavour'd to take away the Kingdom and 
« Dominion of the Church.” 
A few Years before, Ar. 1088, Urban II. had 
decreed, That Subjects are not bound to obſerve 
« their Oaths of Fealty ro any Chriſtian Prince, 


7 « who oppoſes himſelf to God and his Saints.“ 
* (Cariſ. 15. qu.7. cap. 5.) And, in his 12th Epiſtle 


to the Canons of Zours, having granted them cer- 


. 


3 © Son of Henry the Emperor, 
or Regal Adminiſtration, and a bſolved his Sub- 


tain Privileges, he adds, If any Emperor, King, 


« Prince, Cc. ſhall endeavour to contravene this 


2 « Conſtitution, let him be depriv'd of the Dignity 
of both his Power and Honour.” 


But Hildebrand, Gregory VII, who died about 
three Years before, was the firſt Starter of this 
Doctrine, if we may believe the Church of Liege, 
who in their Anſwer to Pope Paſehal affirm, 
„ That Hildebrand was the — of this new 
„ Schiſm, and firſt rais d the Prieſt's Lance againſt 
the Royal Diadem; who firſt girded himſelf, 
« and by his Example other Popes, with the 
© Sword of War againſt the Emperors. ( Eccleſ. 


Le:d. apud Bin. tom. ). p. 522, 524.) And Sige- 


bert in his Chronical, Az. 1088, ſays the ſame. 


And thoſe who in this Age oppos'd the Doctrine, 
us d always to call it, The new Hereſy of Hilae- 


1 brand. 


And indeed if he was not the Author of this 
Doctrine, he was very much the Improver of it. 
For his Decrees in his Synods at Rome, and his 
Epiſtles, are full of it. And he ſcatter'd Wars and 
Seditions over all Europe by means of this high 
Pretence. 

In one of his Synods he “ depos'd Henry, the 

— all Imperial 


« jects from their Oaths to him, for having raſhly 
* Jaid his hands on the Church: For, . he, it 
is right that he ſhould be deprived of his Dig- 
* nity, who- is found guilty of diminiſhing the 
* Majeſty of the Church.” (Jm. 7. Conc. Rom. 34 


apud Bin. f. 484. © Planua in Greg. VII.) 


How 


— x e 


— 
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However, he diſown'd being the Inventer of this 


Doctrine, but alledged the Examples and Notions 
of his Predeceſſors; and pretended that he only 


« follow'd them. © We, ſays he, holding the Sta- 


« tutes of our holy Predeceflors, do by the A 
« ftolical —_ abſolve all the Oaths and Al- 


« legiance of thoſe who are by them bound to 


1 Perſons excommunicated, and by all means pro- 
„ hibit their obſerving them.” 


his Predeceflors, But as they were only to ſup- 


ner 
Doc 
true 
(wh 
fallil 


Jof tl 


— his own Pretences, we are not oblig'd to take 
1 


s word for them. 


He is the firſt plain Inſtance of a Pope directly 


claiming Temporal Power over the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces. Before his time indeed, from the time that 
the Weſtern Empire was ruin'd, the Popes had 


been by turns ſubmiſſive or afluming, as they wan- 


ted the Eaſtern and German Emperors, or as thoſe | 


Emperors wanted them. Yet the moſt that can 


be made of this was, that they were very turbu- 
lent in their Civil, and very imperious in their 
Eccleſiaſtical, Capacity. But that any of them, be- 
fore Pope Hildebrand, claim'd directly to be So- 
vereigns in Temporal Affairs over Emperors, 
Kings, and Princes, does not, I think, appear: 
Tho indeed their Expreſſions ſometimes ſeem to 

int that way, as if it had been to prepare the 
Ears of Mankind to hear of higher — in 
due time. 

I T follows from this View of the Matter, that 
Roman Catholicks are by their Principles * 
to hold this Doctrine, and are therefore juſtly 
chargeable with it; ſince ſcarce any Doctrine, in 


der . 


* n0ce 
174 
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which we Proteſtants differ from them, has a | 


pe? Concurrence of whatever any of them rec- 
on infallible, than this has. So that I cannot ſee 


on what ground a Papiſt, who denies this Doctrine, 


can conſiſtently remain one. For I have ſhown, 
that this Doctrine has been preach'd up by the 
Popes for above theſe 620 Years, and put in prac- 
tice by them not ſeldom ; which takes in all who 


acknowledge the Pope to be infallible, Then Ge- 
nergs 


hare 2 
an, 
remain 
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trine's 
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eral Councils have approv'd and confirm'd this 
Doctrine; General Conncils own'd and recciv'd for 
true Repreſentatives of the Catholick Church, 
(which is without any queſtion among Pafiſts in- 
fallible,) by the Council of Trent, the great Baſis 
of the Popr/ſh Religion: The fourth Lateran un- 
der [nnocent III. the Council of Liens under Ja- 


nocent IV. and the fifth Lateran under Leo X: 
ng And no Council all this while, or ſince, expreſſing 
ples of 


any Diflent from it, or the leaſt Diſlike of it. 
This comprehends all thoſe Papiſts who place the 
Infallibility of the Church in General Councils. 
And then to take in all the reſt of the Opinions 
concerning the Seat of Infallibleneſs, it may be 
obſerv'd that this Doctrine was receiv'd univerſal- 
ly for above 4co Years by the Body of the Clergy 


and the Bulk of the Laity, taught currently by all. 


the great Maſters and Judges of Controverſy, by 
all the Doctors and greateſt Divines, without any 
oppoſition ; except a little at firit, which was ſon 
quaſh'd and laid afleep. And if this Doctrine be 
falſe, then Popes, Coumcils, the Clergy, the Laity, 
the Doctors as well as the 7 ur its in ſhort, the 
univerſal Church has plaialy err'd, and perſiſted in 


that Error for ſeveral Ages. And if they have 


err'd in this, why may they not err in other Points 
likewiſe? And there would be an end of all 
their Infallibility. But, they have not only err'd, 
but, if this Doctrine is falſe, they have been guilty 
of Perjury, Rebellion, Murder, Tyranny, Uſur- 
pation, and all the other Crimes this Doctrine 


teems with; and have targht Men ſo to do: This 


pare and undefiled Church! So that no honeſt 
an, if he rejeQs this Doctrine, can conſiſtently 


remain in the Church of Rome. 


| Church ; the Council of Trex, 


Bur to give you a freſher Inſtance of this Doc- 
trine's being a genuine Dactrine of the Romifh 
the laſt General 
Council that has been held, decreed, © That any 
Prince ſhould be excommunicated, and depriv'd 
* of the Dominion of any City or Place where 
* he ſhould permit a Duel to be fought.” What 
is this, but the Couucil's aſſuming to itſelf, and 

C exer 


(18) 
exerciſing that ſame depoſing Power, which Hilde- | 
brand arrogated to the Popes. I od: 

Therefore we muſt conclude, that this Hilde- os 1 
brandine Doctrine is the true T Doctrine of 
Popery, if either the Bulls of the Popes, or the the q 
Necrees of General Councils, or the univerſal Con- Ax 
ſent of Clergy and Laity, and the conſonant Prac- 


- —— — — — = 


0 
tice of all theſe for many Ages; I ſay, if either, wg 

| or all of theſe, ſeparately or jointly, compoſe the this 
| Rule of Faith and Practice in the Romiſh Church, that, 
which I am ſure they muſt do, if they have any Rule any I 
| of Faith and Practice at all. And conſequently the ¶ effect 
j Papiſts are not injur'd, when this Principle is laid Spirit 
to their Charge. The great Authors and Defen-» An 
N ders of Popery, Baronius and Bellarmine both, ile 
e po ſo far as to make it Hereſy to hold the contrary 'F claim 
{i pinion. Bellarmine complains of the Hereſy of conti 
. thoſe who teach, That the Pope has no Divine all px 
1 „Right to Temporal Power, not even to com- Grace 
j mand Secular Princes, much leſs to deprive Þ al C 
„ them of their Kingdoms and Principalities.“ pid ar 
| (Be. 5.1.) they t 


 Baronius ſays, © They are noted for Hereticks and d 
« who take from the Church of Rome, and See of to be 
St. Peter, one of the two Swords, and allow only | Spirit 
« the Spiritual.” (An. 1053. C. 14. And he calls An 
this“ the Hereſy of the Politicians.” (An. 10)3. the D 


. 3 5 
The Claim BUT ſhould we wave even this Objection to | þedie: 
of Spiritual Popery, from the pretenſions of the Popes to Tem- Stand 
— e poral Power, (which we need not do, ſince theſe Count 
lels dange- — are founded on Arguments which muſt JF 2,,ze 
ous to avid prevail with all true and conſiſtent Rowan Cat ho- Fund 
N ['cks;) yet, the Spiritual Supremacy, which the prude; 
Popes claim, and is allow'd them on all hands by mics 
Papiſts, is a ſufficient Reaſon to exclude Papiſts And! 
out of all Society with Proteſtants. I ſhall not Clergy 
enter into the Diſputes among e whether their 
the Tee alone, or the Pope with the Cuncil, or theret 
the Council without the Pope, have this Supreme till th 
Power lodg'd in them. All Papiſts, I think, agree I kelig 
thus far, that the Pope has the Executive Power |} thence 
at l-aft in him; and by his Bulls, and other Me-] No 
| thods ever v 
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' 2 continually ſtirring up Seditions and Wars againſt 


3 (19) 3 
thods of Conveyance, is to explain the Meaning of 
the Decrees of Councils, till a new one be con- 
ven'd; which by a long Preſcription muſt be by 


che Pope's Command. 


And it is enough for my purpoſe, that the Peo- 
le of a Country are to go out of their own Bounds 


| to fetch their Rule of Faith and Practice; and 
2 this with a blind and ſubmiſſive Obedience. So 
that, if it ſhall pleaſe his Holineſs, any Sedition, 


any Diſobedience to the Laws at home, may be 


effectually encourag'd under the pretext of this 
Spiritual Supremacy. 


And ſo it was, long before Hildebrand's time, 


„while the Temporal Power was not yet openly 


claim'd by the Sce of Rome. The Popes were 


q 


all Princes and States who were not in their good 
Graces, tho always under the colour of ſome Spiri- 
tual Cauſe: till at length, finding the People ſtu- 


pid and bigotted enough to endure any Impoſition, 


they threw off the indirect Pretence of Religion, 
and directly and impudently proclaim'd themſelves 
to be by Divine Right the emporal, as well as 
Spiritual, Lords and Maſters of the Earth. 

And the Popi/h Clergy, who are, purſuant to 
the Decree of the Coumcil of Trent, (Conc. Trident. 
Seff. 24. cap. 12.) oblig'd to ſwear to abide in O- 
bedience to the Roman Church, are really a kind of 
Standing Army of the Popes kept up in every 
Country, to maintain the Authority of the See of 
Rome. And the allowing theſe to exerciſe their 
Functions in a Proreſtant Country, is no leſs Im- 
prudence, than for People to allow their ſworn Ene- 
mics to dwell within the ſame Walls with them: 
And if Proreſtant States will not allow a Popiſh 
Clergy to live with them, upon the Diſcovery of 
their Intrigues and ill Deſigns, the Wound is not 
thereby cured while a Pop;/h Layity remains; for 
{till the People of that Perſuaſion mult fetch their 
Religion from Rowe the beſt way they can; for 
thence it muſt come. 

Now this is contrary to all kind of Policy that 
ever was in the World; to bear that the ___ 
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of any Country ſhall expect the Word of Com- M 
mand, as to what they arc to do, from any foreign co! 
| | Power. Where the Inſtructers of the People, wt 
| thoſe from whoſe Mouths they expect to receive dr. 

Knowledge, dwell in the Country where they if 
; teach, all is yet ſafe. Theſe Inſtructers may in- m 
deed have ill Defigns; and they may endeavour to 3 fo! 
caſt the Civil Government into Diſorder, to favour di 
thoſe Deſigns. But ſtill it is in the Power of the th 
Magiſtrate to put a ſtop to the growing Miſchief : } 


l 

» 

He may filence, or puniſh, ſuch turbulent Teach- ar 
| ers as go beyond their due Bounds, and diſturb . je: 
7 the Commonwealth. But when the ge Au- an 
| thor of the Miſchief is out of reach, and the im- be 
h mediate Offenders are but his Tools, and the Peo- . Pr 
| ple are taught that it is Religion to obey impli- cot 
citly the Commands of ſuch a remote Authority; de 


1 what Defence is there left for Civil Government, thi 
1 or what Security can be had of ſuch Subjects? Ci 


1 Baniſh their Prièſts and Inſtructers: The Source Q 
| ſtill remains, and cannot be ſtop'd up. 8⁰ 
pf AND thus I have proved, that the holding 2 A. 
i foreign Obedience in Neben as well as Spiri the 


f tuals, is juſtly chargeable on the Papiſts ; and, 
. that this is a Principle entirely inconſiffent with all the 
| the Principles of Civil Society and Government. | 
j ThePraftie I HAVE hitherto been arguing on the ye lef 
| — — ral Principles of the Poyiſh Religion. I have TI 
hls Prin. ſhown that theſe Principles tend ro render them for 
ciples. bad Subjects in any Country, even in Popiſh Coun- lig 
| tries; but much more where they are mix'd with 
| Hereticks, 7.e. with Proteſtants : That unleſs they } the 
will renounce all ſuch Principles as theſe openly, He 
I cannot ſee with what face they can claim the we 
Protection of Laws, or the Benefit and Security of ” 
Government. And indeed I do not ſee, how they in. 
can renounce thoſe * without renouncing pat 


4 their Religion, if they act on a conſiſtent Bottom, | a | 
1 and adhere to the Infallibility of their Church, gie 
19 which plainly has eſpouſed them. ke. 
1 But after all, I ſhould not have made this hor- me 

* rid Picture of the Popiſh Religion, and ſhown it Y SP, 
if abroad ſo freely, if I had not hoped to move the the 
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Men of Worth and Sincerity among them to re- 
confider Matrers, and examine impartially u 
what Grounds they can remain in a Perſuafion ” 3x8 
draws ſuch cruel Conſequences after it; or, at leaſt, 
if they delight ſo much in Nonſenfe, that they 
muſt enjoy it under ſome Form or other, to find out 
ſome Method of retaining only the innocent Abſur- 
dities of it, and of throwing off all the reſt; and 
throwing them off efſectually, and nor only in Words. 

I know, and I freely acknowledge, that Papiſfts 
are in ſeveral parts of the World very good Sub- 
jets. Nay, in ſome they are Lovers of ** 
and Property as much as Proteſtants. But it mul 
be own'd Theſe are Papiſts acting againſt Popiſh 
Principles. But if they act fo, whichever way it 
comes about that they do it, far be it from me to 
deſire or wiſh that they ſhould be driven out of 
the habitable World, or in the leaſt injur'd in their 
Civil Rights. Let them continue in Peace and 
Quiet among us, as long as they will be fo 
good as to contradict their Principles by their 
Actions. Let them enjoy, as long as they ſhow 
themſelves Men of Honour, what Honour merits. 
This agrees with what a great Prince, who was at 
the head of the Proteſtant Intereft, ſaid of the 
Proteſtant Princes in Germany; That they had 
left off taking the Oaths of Popifh Princes on the 
Treaties they made with them, becauſe they 
found that theſe Princes reckon'd Oaths to be Re- 
ligious Actions, and ſo at the diſpoſal of their 
Priefts : But they now only took their Word, which 
the Popiſh Princes thought themſelves bound in 
Honour to obſerve, as they were Gentlemen, and 
would not let their Prieſts meddle with. 

I know very well that Papiſts are good Subjects 
in Holland, and even Admirers of Liberty in other 
parts of the World. People that either remember 
a heavy Oppreſſion, or feel it, will, let their Reli- 
gion be what it will, diflike it, and endeavour to 
keep it off. The Dutch Commonwealth was for- 
med by the Tyranny of Philip the Second of 
Spain. Religion had but an accidental Share in 
their ſhaking off the Spaniſh Yoke, And ar this 

Day 


A 9 85 (22) and 
Day the Papiſts there feel the Sweet of Free IF Poir 

Trade, of Wealth, of Liberty, of Property, this 

too ſenſibly, to long for Slavery, tho it might i ry 8 

make their Religion flouriſh again. In This, into 

as they anſwer the Wiſdom that is peculiar to curit 

their Nation; ſo it muſt be own'd they are but Pg 

very indifferent Catohlicks, who, were they true 0 


Zealots, as ours are, would rather endure every cut 
Evil themſelves, than let Holy Church be damni- duct 
fied ſo much on their account. from 
And parti BUT the Caſe of our Papiſts in England is mak 
—_ A = different. They are, as it were, another 23d 
Peri- pecies of People. They are of the true original 
Stamp; thorough, bigotted, Papiſts. I won't ſay Þ vari 
but there are (nay I am perſuaded there are) ma- Nat 
ny Wiſer Men among them, who defire only to the 
be conniv'd at in their Religious Exerciſes, and a R. 
wiſh their Brethren and their Fathers would be up a 
leſs Active and Buſy. But they are, I doubt, of t 
Few in compariſon of the Multitude that is againſt the 
them. And, I own, I cannot but heartily wiſh a muc 
ſafe Way could be devis'd to diſtinguiſh them in the 
the Laws. | ente 
But the Bulk are fierce, intractable, and incor- ſed 
rigible, Bigots. This cannot be denied. And I t 
ſhall prove it, by running over briefly the Conduct Sixt 
of Popery here among us, from the Reformation | May 
to this very Day. And it will appear that the ſe- I 
vere Laws that from time to time have been made Que 
againſt them, have been fram'd, not on remote Firf 
Conſequences drawn from * on never put in Anc 


ractice, but on the Effects and immediate Con- * 
t uences of thoſe Principles, very evidently ſeen | 
and felt by us, and the Ruin of which we have Flis 
often very narrowly eſcaped. 

And 1 chuſe to do this the rather, becauſe it on 8 


will en paſſant ſhow to all Proteſtants the great that 
Danger to this Nation of having, not only a pro- Pop 
feſs'd Papiſt on the Throne, but even a ſecret Fa- not, 
vourer of Popery. day, 


And, if what I aſſert be true, if the Tendency YM} el 
of the 3 of the Church of Rome be de- of t] 
ſtructive of all Society, eſpecially with Proteſtants z Tm 

a 
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and this Tendency always in Fact arrives at the 
Free Point towards which it is directed, among Us of 
perty, this Nation : it changes the Argument, from a ve- 
night ry Reaſonable Theory in Policy and Government, 
This, into a Practical Concluſion of the Neceſlity of ſe- 
ar to curing ourſelves, by diſabling and burdening the 
e but Pa piſts. 
true O ſupport the Truth of this, I ſhall draw The Cen: 
every cut a Sketch of the Hiſtory of the Papiſts Con- rd 1 
umni- duct in * fince the Reformation; or rather England 
from the firſt time they provoked the Nation to fince the Re- 
make a Penal Law againſt them, which was in tte 
other 23d Year of Queen Elizabeth. 
iginal | J ſhall not look back ſo far, as to go over the 
t ſay Þ various Miſchiefs which Popery brought on this 
ma- Nation, when we were altogether wrapp'd up in 
ly to the dark Clouds of it; nor tire the Reader with 
, and } a Relation of the many unhappy Civil Wars ſtirr'd 
d be | up among us meerly for Popery, (i. e. for the Power 


14 is 


oubt, of the Court of Rome;) and often ſtirr'd up b 
zainſt the Popes themſelves, and their Vaſſals here, an 
1th a much withſtood by the wiſer and better part of 
m in the Nation, and by our beſt Princes, Nor will I 


enter into the Embroilments and Diſturbances rai- 
ncor- | ſed by the Maintainers of the Papal Power in Hen- 
ind 1 u the Eighth's Time, or his Son Edward the 
nduct Sixth's; nor the Cruelty and Barbarity of Queen 
ation Mary's ſhort and deſpicable Reign. 


ie ſe- I SHALL begin with the Glorious Reign of & OI 
made Queen Elizabeth ; in the 23d Year of which, ttge 8 
mote Firſt ſevere Act was paſs'd againſt the Papiſts : 

ut in And not till after they had given many great and 

Con- * Provocations to the Nation. 

ſeen There was indeed by the Act of Uniſormity, The AR of 
have PFliz. 1. a Penalty of one Shilling for every Of- Uniformity 


fence laid on all thoſe who did not come to Church H 
aſe it on Sundays and Holydays. And it is well known, 
great that many of the Papiſts at firſt conform'd, till 
pro- Pope Pius Bull came out. And thoſe who did 
t Fa- not, paid their Shilling for every Sunday and Holy- 

day, and were very eaſy under that little Fine, 
dency eſpecially 2 that the Money went to the Uſe 
2 de- of the Poor of the Pariſh. | 
ants 3 x 
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But the Papiſts could not reſt under this gentle 
Treatment. 'The Court of Rome could not think 
of parting ſo eafily with the Treaſures this Iſland 
uſed in former days to furniſh them with. And 
therefore they inceſſantly itirr'd up the Votaries of 
their Church here to perpetual Intrigues and De- 
figns, either with the Gri/es in France, or with Mary 
Queen of Scots, and the Popiſh Party in Scotland, 
or with the Spaniards, to dethrone Queen Eliza- 
b:th, and reſtore Popery. This at length, after 
having been ſome Years fermenting, broke out 
into a raw and undigeſted Rebellion in the North 
of England, in the 12th Year of this Queen, 
One Nicholas Morton, a Prieſt, was ſent over 


inthe North by the Pope to pronounce Queen Elizabeth a He- 
Ergland. retick, and as ſuch to have no further Right to 


her Crown and Kingdom. He inflaming the Peo- 
ple, they took up Arms; and publiſh'd a Aſani- 
Jeſte, declaring that they took up Arms with no 
other deſign, than to reſtore the Religion of their 
Anceſtors, and to remove III (i. e. Proteſtant) 
Counſellors from the Queen. This flight and ill- 
conducted Rebellion was ſoon quell'd ; tho' the 
Rebels, after having diſpersd themſelves once, 
made head again, and gather'd a ſecond time the 
ſame Year, and were again routed, 5 

You would expect ſome "hag Severity upon this, 
None at all—But that a few of the Rebels were 
executed, and then an Act of Indemnity paſt. The 
Government put to death indeed 66 Petty Conſta- 
bles, becauſe they were Officers of. Juſtice, in 
whom it was the more Criminal to be engaged in 
ſuch Attempts. No ſevere Law follow'd againſt 
Pas i 


ut, (as if they were reſolv'd to draw one 


down on their own heads) the very next Year 


Pope Pius the Vth publiſhes a Bull, the ſame in 
ſubſtance with the private Sentence he had the 


Year before paſt againſt Queen Elisabeth, and 


fent over by Morton. In this Bull he claims to 


Himſelf © all Power in Heaven and Earth, and 
« ſtjiles himſelf the Prince over all Nations and 


Kingdoms, to pluck up, deſtroy, ſcatter, con- 
« {ume 


People 
* 
aſſiſt t 
was, to 
her to 
Duke c 
Head o 


| ſpiracies ſince. 
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« ſume, plant and build: And in virtue of this 
« Power he excommunicates Elizabeth, (calling 
« her the pretended Queen of England,) as a He- 
« retick, and a Favourer of Hereticks, and de- 
« prives her of her pretended Title to the ſaid 
8 — and of all Dominion, Dignity, Pri- 


1 « vilege, whatſoever: And declares that all who 


have taken any Oath to Her are to be for ever 


g © abſolved from any ſuch Oath, and all other 


* Duty, Allegiance, and Obedience: And charges 


and commands them not to obey her, or her 


Orders, Mandates, or Laws, under pain of Ex- 
communication.“ 


This Bull was too extravagant to be much re- 
garded at the time: But it lay in reſerve, to be 


made uſe of as Occaſion ſhould offer. 


There follow'd nothing — upon it. 
There was indeed a Deſign of a Rebellion diſco- 
ver'd in Norfolk, and a few of the chief of the 
Conſpirators were executed, And Felton, who 
affix d the Pope's Bull on the Gates of the Biſhop 
of London's Houſe, was caught and hang'd for it. 


But in the 14th Year of this Queen's Reign, 2 


much deeper Plot broke out, which appear'd to 
have been the Aim of the Bull of Pius 
the Rebellion in the North, and all the other Con- 
We have a fair Account of it by 
Feronimo Catena (who was Secretary to Cardinal 
Alexanarini, and the Congregation of Regulars) 
in his Life of Pope Pius V. publiſh'd in the Year 
1588 at Rome, with the Privilege of Situs V. 
to it. 

He tells us that Ridolpho (a Florentine Gentle- 
man) was ſent by the Pope into England, under 
the diſguiſe of a Merchant, to contrive the De- 
ſtruction of Queen Zlizaberh, and to itir up the 
* againſt Her; while the Pope himſelt was 
dealing with both the Frcuch and Spaniards to 
aſſiſt the Conſpirators in England. The Deſign 
was, to reſcue Mary Queen of Scots, and to marry 
her to the Duke of Norfolk. Upon which, that 
Duke came into an Aſſociation, and was made the 


Head of it, The Pope at the ſame time 9 
D 15 


Conſpiracy, 
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(26) | 
his Buli againſt Queen Elizabeth, and diſperſes 
it all over England by Ridolphs's means. Upon | 
that, the Earls of Northumberland and Neſimore. 
land took up Arms; but warting Money, were 
forc'd to retire into Scotland. The Duke of Nor- 
Folk and others were clapp'd up in Priſon in Ene- 
land, and Ridelpho among them: But were ſoon *? 
diſcharg'd again, the Court not being able to dif- * 
cover the Bottom of the Plot. This enabled them 
to purſue their Deſigns the more effectually. The 
Conſpirators dealt with the Spaniards to aſſiſt 
them, and invade Huglaud. The Duke of Alva 
diſlik'd the Deſign, thinking it too dangerous; or, 
as ſome ſuggeſted, out of envy to Chapini Vitelli, 
who was to command the Army, that was to have 
been ſent from Flanders into England, and was to 
have the honour of the Expedition. But the 
Pope — — the Conſpirators Inſtances at the 
Court of Hain ſo ſtrongly, that Alva receiv'd po- 
fitive Orders from Hain to invade England. But, 
Catena ſays, by God's permiſſion, the whole De- 
ſign was diſcover'd to — Elizabeth by a cer- 
tain Foreigner ; and the Duke of Norfolk was ta- 
ken, and put to death. ? 

He laments the ill Succeſs of this Plot, than 
which (he tells that ſome one heard the King of was, 
Spain ſay) never was any laid more adviſedly, or Ri 
conceal'd with greater Conſent and Conſtancy, © in. 
which in ſo long a time was never diſcover'd by © He 
any of the Conſpirators: That in 24 hours time © exc 
Forces might have been tranſported eafily from © abt 
the Netherlands, which might ſuddenly have ſeiz'd } © leg 
on the Queen and the City of London, reſtor'd Re- Pur 
ligion, and ſettled the Queen of Scots on the the 7 
Throne; wy re he adds, ſince Thomas Stuke- Worl! 
ly, an Engliſh Deſerter, had engag'd at the ſame out a. 
time to reduce all /re/and under the Subjection of Th 
the Spaniard with :co0 Spaniards ; and with one Dottr 
or two Spy-Boats to fire the Zngl:;/þ Fleet. mati 
Here 18 the plain Confeſſion of an Enemy, which“ all 
cannot be call'd a Plot forg'd by our Court at that . gat 
The A& time. What was the Effect of all this Provocation! © bre 
15 Hi. Nothing againſt Papifs, but the Act 13 Eli © tho 
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e againſt the bringing in, and putting in execu- 
« tion Bulls, Writings, or Inſtruments, and o- 
« ther Superſtitious Things from the See of 
« Rome ; making it High 'Treafon to do it, 
« and Miſpriſion of Treaſon to conceal it, and a 
% Premmunire to aid and maintain the doing it.“ 


Is not This amazing Gentleneſs? No penal 
No enforcing, or 
Uniſormity. And even 


everity, for ſeveral Years no one was proceeded 
rchended who had 
pffended againſt it. The firit that ſuffer'd by it 
as one Cuthlert Maine, a Prieſt, who was put to 
cath in Cornwall : And one 771gion, a Gentle- 


fiſcated, and was condemn'd to perpetual Impri- 
ſonment : And this, becauſe that Prieſt had openly 
taught, that the Queen was a Schiſmatick and 2 
Heretick, and ought therefore to be depos'd. 
Some few more Pricſts were executed on the ſame 


account. 
Thele Prieſts were bred up in the Seminaries The Popith 


Seminaries 


: erected at Rheims by the Guiſes, and at Rome by brad. and 
t, than Gregory XIII. 


Ling of 


Ihe Doctrine of theſe Seminaries their Doc- 
was, That the hg of Rome had by Divine uine. 
Right full Power over the whole World, as well 

in Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal Cauſes; and that 

He, according to that Abſolute Power, might 

* excommunicate Kings, and dethrone them, and 

«* abfolve their Subjects from their Oaths of Al- 

« legiance.” And it was on this Doctrine, and 


the Papiſts here withdrew from our eftabliſh'd 


; Worſhip, which they had before frequented with- 


out any ſcruple. 

The Government, obſerving the pernicious 
Doctrine of theſe Seminaries, publiſh'd a Procla- 
mation, in the 23d Year of this Queen, © againſt 
Hall thoſe Seminary-Prieſts, and 7-ſ4ts, and a- 
gainſt ſending any young People abroad to be 
* bred up'in the Seminaries, and for recalling all 
* thole who were then abroad in them, and a- 
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gainſt harbouring any of theſe Prieſts and 
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b 
* ſuits: threatning to proceed againſt all who 40 
* tothe contrary, as Favourers of Rebels.” 


under from this Doctrine, and the Pope's Bull, 


33 to diſapprove of them, and prohibited 
the diſputing publickly about the Power of the 
Biſhop of Rome. (Obſerve, they would not dif-} 


own or condemn the Doctrine.) 


And Parſons and Campian, the Feſwits, being 


ſent over to manage the Romiſh Affairs in Eng 
land, obtain'd of the Pope, Gregory XIII. an 1+ 
gence from J1;/gence © explaining the Bull of Pius V. as onl 
Greg. XIII « binding the Queen and the Hereticks ; but not 
« the Catholicks, as matters then ſtood, but only! 
„ hereafter, when publick Execution of the ſaid 
„Bull might be had.” This was all the mode - 
Explanation they could obtain at Rome; 


ratin 
To declare that by That Bull the Carholicks were 
not obliged to endeavour to depoſe the Queen, till 
they ſhould be able to do it effectually; i. e. in 
plain Engliſb, They were not to be bound to run 
the * of being hang'd for ſupporting the 
Pope's Power. 

n the mean while the 2 Faction was eve 
ry where active, to excite the Powers of Europe 
againſt their own Country. And to encourage 
their Party, they publiſh'd, that Spain and the 
Pope had . together to conquer England. 

The Queen, ſeeing erſelf thus openly attack d, 
ſets forth a Mau ſ fo, declaring, * That ſhe had 
* injur'd no one, and would defend her People a 
„ gainſt any Injurics that might be offer'd them: 
And that, for that purpoſe, ſhe held herſelf in 
* readine{s for an Invaſion, which ſhe apprehend 
* ed: She exhorts her faithful Subjects to conti 
nue in their Puty to God and their Prince: 
„The reſt, who had ſhaken off their Love to 
their Country, and their Obedience to thei 
* Prince, ſhe commands to carry themſelves mo- 
** deilly and peaceably, and not to provoke the 
Severity of Juſtice againit themſelves : For ſhe 
** would no longer be ſo imprudent, as by ſparing 
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the Bad to prove cruel to herſelf and her good 
« Subjects... 


And upon this Storm, that was plainly gather- The Aa 
ing over us, was That Act of 23 Eliz. made, to *3 Elis. 


retain the Queen's Majeſty's Subjects in their due 
Obedience: In which, Recital is made of the 
Act r3 Elis. and becauſe it had been evaded, 
* now it is made High Treaſon to have or pre- 
tend to have, or to put in practice by any ways 
* or means, a Power to abſolve, or draw, Subjects 
from their Obedience to the Queen, or from 
their Religion to the Romiſh Religion with 
* that Intent; or to move them to promiſe Obe- 
dience to rhe Pope, or any other Prince, Ec. 
or to do any Overi- Act to that intent and pur- 

ſe: And if any Perſon be by any means wil- 
ſingly abſolved or withdrawn, or reconciled, or 
promiſe Obedience to any ſuch pretended Au- 
* thority, That Perſon, his Counſellors, and Pro- 
* curers, are guilty of High Treaſon: And it is 
“ made Miſpriſion of Treaſon to be an Aider and 
„Maintainer of any of theſe Offences. By the 
* ſame Act any Perſon ſaying Maſs is to forfeit 
* 200 Marks, and to be impriſon'd for a Lear; 
* and for hearing Maſs, to forfeit roo Marks, and 
the ſame Impriſonment : And further, ever 

Perſon above Sixteen abſenting from Church 
was to pay 20/1. for every Month Bo ſo abſented : 
And if he abſented a Year, he was to be bound 
* with two Securities in 2001. at leaſt: And a 
Clauſe made it ſomething ſeverer againſt School- 
maſters offending, and thoſe who ſupported 
them. And all Fraudulent Grants, Sc. to de- 
feat any Right growing by Convictions or Penal- 
ties, are made void.” | 
This is the firſt ſevere Act againſt Papiſts, as 
Papiſts, made in this Reign: Tho 23 Years of it 
had paſs'd "thro continual Plots and Defigns of 
Theirs againſt the Government and the Nation: 
And tho there had been an actual Rebellion about 
Ten Years before this. 

The Queen, who often declar'd ſhe thought 
Men's Conſciences were never to be forr'd, com- 

plain'd 
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„ 
plain'd that ſhe was driven of neceſſity to take 
theſe Courſes, unleſs ſhe would ſuffer the Ruin of 
herſelf, and her Subjects, upon ſome Men's pre- 
tending Conſcience, and the Catholick Religion. 

In the 24th Year of her Reign Campian, and 
three others, were put to death on this Act. In 
the 'Ten Years fince the Rebellion, not above Five 
Papiſts had ſuffer'd on the Act 13 Eliz. But now 
theſe Zeſtits were ſo buſy, that it was thought 
neceſlary to make Examples of ſome of them. 
When they were examin'd, Whether they thought, 
that by the Authority of Pius V's Bull the Sub- 
jects were ſo abſolved from their Oath and Alle- 
giance to the Queen, that they might take up 
Arms againſt her? Whether they thought Queen 
Elizabeth Lawful Queen? Whether if the Pope 
made War upon the Queen, they would join with 
the Pope? They anſwer'd, ſome ambiguouſly, 
ſome reſolutely, ſome prevaricated ; — others 
refus'd to anſwer : Which Conduct convinc'd every 
body that they had been in Traitorous Deſigns ; 
and even ſome few of the more moderate Papiſts 
themſelves, who diſapprov'd of ſuch Proceedings. 

The Papiſts however went on in the ſame 
Track, plotting againſt the Queen, and — 
how to ſtir up all the Powers of Europe again 
her. 

In the 25th Year of her Reign, Francis Throck- 
morton, Son of a Cheſhire Gentleman, was ſeiz'd 
on, and found to have been concern'd in theſe De- 
ſigns. And no doubt there were ſeveral engaged 
with him; for as ſoon as he was taken, and had 
been examin'd, and confeſs'd ſome things, Lord 
Paget, and one Arundel a Courtier, fled to France. 
The Papiſis indeed pretended, that Artifices were 
uſed to diſgrace them, and repreſent them falſely 
as Traitors. And it is very probable, that many 
Artifices might be practiſed in thoſe troubleſome 
and ſuſpicious Times, to diſcover People's true 
Sentiments and Intentions. But it was plain, the 
Pafpiſts were really engaged at that time in wicked 
Defigns ; and that they put out Books, and ſpread 


them about the Nation, encouraging the Queen's 
Ladies 
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Ladies to treat her as Judith did Holofernes, i. e. 
to murder her. Notwithſtanding which Provoca- 
tion, ſhe was {till ſo gentle to them, that ſhe re- 
leas'd, and ſent beyond Sea, ſeventy Prieſts, ſome 
of them condemn'd, and others in danger of it; 
and _ not ſuffer them to be further proceeded 
againſt. 

— Throckmorton was put to death, after he 
had gone backwards and forwards, and own'd and 
diſown'd his Intrigues with France and Spain a- 
gainſt the Queen, to dethrone her, and invade 
England. But they were prov'd plainly againſt 
him, and confirm'd by 'T'wo Catalogues which he 
had forgot to ſend to Mendoza, the Spaniſh Mini- 
ſter then in England, when he ſent his other Pa- 
— to him, juſt before he was apprehended. 

ne of theſe Catalogues was, of the Ports in Eng- 
land where it was convenient to land Forces : 'The 
other, the Names of the Pape in England. He 
own'd at firſt, © That he made theſe on a Conſul 
tation he had held with 7eney and Sir Francis 
«* Inglefield, how England could be beſt att2mpted 
* by Foreigners, and the Form of Government al- 
* rer'd.” But this he denied afterwards! again, 
and confeſs'd again, and then at laſt died denying 
it: directed, it's likely, to deny by his Prieſts, 
and to confeſs by his Fear of Death. But the 
Prieſts, it ſeems, prevailed. | The Thing however 
was too evident to be disbelieved. 


The next Act made againſt Papiſts was the Act The At 
27 Eliz. againſt Zeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and o- 7 Eliz. 


ther ſuch like diſobedient Perſons : | © By which 
* all Prieſts and Jſuits were to depart the Realm 
in Forty Days, and none born in the Realm to 
come into it, under pain of High Treaſon ; and 
it was made Felony to entertain them: All that 
** were not Religious in Seinaries abroad were 
** to. return in ſix Months, and take the Oath of 
** Supremacy, on pain of High Treaſon. It was 
made Præmunire to ſupport or contribute Mo- 
ney to maintain any of Theſe Perſons abroad : 
„ And it was Fining and Impri ſonment at the 
Queens pleaſure to conceal any Prieſt or Jeſuit; 
$6 a 


40 
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„ and 2co Marks Fine to a Juſtice of Peace or o- 
« ther Officer, who being inform'd of ſuch a one 
„ conceal'd him. All theſe Penalties on Prieſts, 
% and others that were in Seminaries abroad, were 
« to be taken off on their Submiſſion, and taki 
the Oath of Supremacy, provided ſuch Perſon 
“ ſo ſubmitting did not come within ten Miles of 
* where the Queen was for ten Years, without a 
& ſpecial Licence from her Majeſty.” 

his Act carried the Severities againſt the Ca- 
tholicks no higher than the former one ; but only 
guarded more againſt Prieſts, and not without ve- 
ry great reaſon; for they were ſo active, that it 
was impoſſible to keep the Nation long quiet, 
while ſuch Hot Spirits were allow'd to be in it. 

About this time it was, that Parry was taken; 
who ſoon confeſs d, That he had turn'd Roman 
* Catholick about five Years before, and had been 
s encouraged to attempt the Queen's Life by the 
« Zeſtits and the Court of Rome; and had come 
over with That Defign ; and, under pretence of 
* diſcovering Plots to the Queen, had been often 
admitted into her Preſence : but always waver'd 
in his Mind, till reading Dr. Allen's Book 
(which taught that Princes excommunicated for 
* Hereſy were to be deprived of Kingdom and 
„Life] confirm'd him in his Defign; And he 
had reſolved with one Nevil (who afterwards 
* accuſed him) to ſet upon the Queen with Ten 
„ Horſemen, as ſhe rode abroad to take the Air, 
* and ty kill her.” 

All he ſaid for himſelf, when he was executed, 
was, That he had never fully reſolved in his 
Mind to take away the Queen's Life.” 

Yet all this time it does not appear, that any one 
ſuffer'd on the laſt Act againſt Prieſts and Jeſuits. 
Nor did it put a ſtop to Plots and Conſpiracies a- 
gainſt the Queen, but rather thicken'd them. 

For in the 28th Year of her Reign That great 
and deep Conſpiracy broke out, which ended fa- 
tally to the Queen of Scots. 
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The Prieſts at the Seminary at Rheims had 
work'd up one oh Savage ſo high into the. Noc- 
trine of the Meritoriouſneſs of murdering Princes 
excommunicated, that He vowed to kill Queen 
Elizabeth. 

One Ballard, a Prieft of the ſame Seminary, 
went to England about the ſame time, to nego- 
tiate their Deſigns with the Papiſts in England; 
and when he return'd preſs'd the Invading of Z1g- 
land immediately, as the beſt Opportunity they 
could expect, the Frgliſh Army being then in the 
Netherlands. He ſoon after went back to England, 
and open'd himſelf to one Babington, a Gentleman 
of Birth, and a Zealous Pafi/t, telling him of the 
Deſign of Savage on the Queen's Lite. ZBa'/ng- 
ton approved the Thing, but diſliked the Method 
in which it was to be executed. He thought Sa- 
vage not ſufficient alone, but was for joining five 
others with him ; and he contrived a Project © tor 
% an Invaſion by Foreigners, for the Aid that they 
« ſhould find here, for delivering the Queen of 
«* Scots, and the Tragical Execution of Queen E- 
“ lizabeth,” as he call'd it. Pahington gave an 
account of all this to the Queen of Scors in Cypher, 
and received an Anſwer by her Secretaries, * ap- 
« proving the Deſign, recommending Caution in 
Hit, and promiſing particularly to reward the fix 
Men nn ha mention'd to her.” Several 
Perſons enter'd into this Aſſociation, who were of 
confiderable Birth and Fate, and took the ſeve- 
ral Parts which were aflign'd them, and {wore Se- 
crecy and Fidelity; and ſome {wore directly, that 


they would readily and chearfully help to murder 
the Queen. 


Walſingham in the mean while diſcover'd the 
whole Deſign by his Spies and Emiflarics : but 
principally by the means of one 67d, a Prieſt, 
whom they entirely truſted with their Correſpon- 
dence, particularly with the Letters that paſt be- 


tween the Ergli/ Fugitives and the Queen ot 
| ro 7/4! Trgham, 


Scots; all which Gifford convey's 
who took Copies of them, and turwarded tnhem to 


thoſe they were directed to, all the while without 
E their 
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their having any Suſpicion of their being diſcover'd, 


'Till at la 
their Crime, and impeached one another. 
they came to die, al 
moſt of them expreſs'd a Remorſe for what they 
had engaged in. One only, I think, was more de- 
termin'd, and ſhow'd none, but threaten'd what 
jood ſhould c'er long be ſpilt in England for Re- 
ligion. 
51 ſhall not enter into the Queen of Scots's Tryal; 


they were all ſeized, and confeſſed | 


nor how juſtly ſhe ſuffer'd, nor what Proofs ap- 


pear'd againſt her from her own Papers and Cy-# 


ries that witneſs'd againſt her: becauſe it is not 
material to my Point; which is only to ſhew what 

was the Conduct of the Bulk of the Papiſts in 
this Reign. 

And I muſt obſerve that all this while, whatever 
Laws were made, none ſuffer'd for them, but juſt 
when Conſpiracies were diſcover'd to be forming 
againſt the Government ; and even then the Exc- 
cution of the Laws was carried no further, than 
what the Publick Safety immediately required. So 
that Papiſts cannot pretend they were provoked by 
ill Uſage to theſe I” rate Deſigns; becauſe any 
Severity they met with always follow'd rhoſe De- 
figns, and ſtopp'd when they were effectually pre- 
vented : But they muſt own, that all theſe Trou- 
bles that were raiſed to the Nation by the Papiſts 
were merely the Conſequences of their Zigorry, 
and their obſtinate Reſolution of forcing us by all 
Ways and Means to ſubmit our Necks again to the 


The Gentle- 
neſs of the 
Government. 


Romiſh Yoke. 
The A& This Behaviour of the Papiſts drew on them 
9 Ein. the Act 28 Fliz. for the more ſpeedy and due 


Execution of the Act 23 Elis. By this Act “ all 
* Fraudulent Conveyances to evade the Force of 
„That Act are made null: The Forfeiture of 
« 20 J. a Month is here repeated; and Payment of 
* ſuch Forfeitures required to be made into the 
Exchequer for what was paſt, and for the time 
to come, till the Party offending ſubmit and con- 
form: And in Default of their paying the - 
0 f 6 * # : Or- 


When 
of them confeſs'd the Fact; 


« For 
« all 

© Cro' 
« of £ 
« Ind; 
© to ( 
© are 

« Indi 
* man 


« dred 


next 


; A © Perf 
phers that were ſeized, nor from her two Secreta- 


« {aid 
* Proc 
* Conf 
But 
cuted 1 
wards, 
Ezzlifh 
to inva. 
mous 7 
ſame ti 
tries, a 
gory XI 
ning he 
Allegia 
4 in Pr 
and grat 
their Af 
met wit 
Spamar 
that tho 
gion inc 
actign'd 

Hpain. 
But 
our Gove 
favour'd 
join'd th 
deing ad 
at home 
lch, 
the En 


ver'd, „ Forfeltures, Two Thirds of their Lands, and 
tefled IF « all their Goods, were made ſeizeable by the 
When „ Crown. They were to be indited and convicted 
Fact; « at the King's-Bench or the Aſſizes; and the 
they © Inditement need only mention their not coming 
re de- % to Church, without mentioning whether they 
what „ are within the Realm, or not: And upon the 
r Re- © Inditement, Proclamation is to be made, com- 
* manding the Body of the Offender to be ren- 
"ryal; WW * dred to the Sheriff of the County before the 
's ap- M next Aſſizes; and upon Non-Appearance, the 
d Cy-F © Perſon ſo proclaim'd was to be convicted of the 
creta- “ ſaid Offence, as if ke had been tried: And all 
is not * Proceeding was to ceaſe upon Submiſſion and 
what Conformity.” 
Jes in But even this Law we don't find was ever exe- 
cuted with any Rigour. Yet Two Years after- 
ate ver wards, in the famous 1588, the Pope, and the The Saniſd 
17 juſt Engliſh Fugitives, ſtirr'd up the Spaniards again Lavaſion, 
rminY to invade England : and Spain fitted out the fa- 
Exe- Þ mous Invincible Armada. Pope Situs V. at the 
, than ¶ ſame time ſent Cardinal Allen into the Lou - Coun- 
:d. So tries, and renew'd the Bulls of Pius V. and Gre- 
ed by gn XIII. excommunicating the Queen, dethro- 
ſe any ning her, and abſolving her Subjects from their 
le De- Allegiance to her; and further publiſh'd a Croi ſa- 
pre- % in Print, as if it had been againſt the Turk 
Trou- and granted Plenary Indulgences to All that gave 
Papiſts Ftheir Aſſiſtance to it. Indeed the Engliſh Traitors 
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met with the Contempt they deſerv'd from the 
Spamards, who thought their Game fo ſure, 
that tho they intended to reſtore the Popiſh Reli- 
gion indecd, yet they ſoon diſcover'd that they 
deſign'd to ſecure the Kingdom to the Crown of 
Spain. 


But with all This, ſuch was the Gentleneſs of The eren 
Mildneſs of 


the Queen, 


our Government, that, tho it was plain the Papiſts. 
tavour'd the Spaniards, and probably would have 
join'd them, 1t they had landed ; yet the Queen, 
being adviſed to take of ſome of the chief * 
a home, according to the Example of Henry the 
VIlth, (who prevented an Invaſion intended by 
the Emperor and French King on Eugland, by 

E 2 putting 


TheReſtlefl® Indeed, when the Queen found the Papiſts were 

* ſtill working Miſchicf to her and her People, and 
that the Prieſts flock'd over to England in greater 
Numbers than had been uſual, and had cndea-F 
vour'd to draw the Qucen's Subjects from their 
1 over to the Spaniſh Faction; ſhe pub- 
liſn'd a Proclamation, in the 34th Year of her 
Reign, againſt harbouring ſuſp2fAed Perſons. 

The Act And the Act 35 Fliz. was made in conſequence 

85 His. of this; © Obliging every Papift Convict above 


4 
putting to death the Marquis of Eveter, the Lord 
Montacute, Edward Newt, and others, whom he 
ſuſpected of favouring them ;) the Queen, I ſay, 
rejected the Advice as Cruel, and only committed 
at Wisbeach in the Fens ſome of the Papiſi who 
were moſt ſuſpected, and thoſe not the chief ones 
neither. 

And we do not find, that, on the defeating this 
Deſign of Hain, and deſtroying their Arm ala, 
the Severities againſt Roman Catholicks were ſhar- 
pen'd, nor the Laws more vigorouſly executed than 
they had been before ; ſo great was the Patience 
of this Nation at that time. 


* Sixtcen, having any certain A bode, to repair to 
„ it, and not to move above five Miles from 
* thence without Licence, as appointed in the Act, 
* on pain of Forfeiting Goods and Chattels, and 
„ Eſtate during Life : And, if he had no fix'd 
* Dwelling, to repair to the Place of his Birth, 
” oe * his Parents dwelt, and ſtay within 


* five Miles of it, on the ſame pain: A Regiſter 


© of ſuch was to be kept. And any Popiſh Re- 
* cttſant, not worth 2c Marks a Year, or 4ol. in 
* Goods, offending againſt this Act, and not ſub- 
«* mitting and conforming within three Months, 
* was to Abjure the Realm, and depart, and not 
return, under pain of Felony: And any Perſo 
* ſuſpected, ave | not anſwering directly, might be 
committed to Priſon ; Submiſſion before Convic- 
tion was to diſcharge them from all Pains. The 
Form of Submiſſion is preſcribed in the AQ; 
* Abjuring the Popc's Authority in England, and 
** promiſing Conformity: Only Recr/znrs, _—_— 
| are 
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« after Submiſſion, were to have no Benefit by 
« their Submiſſion.” . 

And another AC paſs'd in the ſame Year, con- 
firming and ſtrengthening the Acts 23 and 28 
of Elizabeth. 

But it does not appear that any of theſe Acts 
were ever rigidly executed. Nor were any fur- 
ther ſevere Acts made in this Reign: Tho great 
Provocation was given. Parſons tne Jeſuit, in the Doleman's 
275th Year of this Queen, under the Name 9 
Doleman, publiſh'd n inſolent Book to prove, that 
none but a Roman Ca: lick, how near of Kin ſo- 
ever to the Crown, ought to ſucceed to it; with a 
Defign to ſet afide the King of Scors's Succeſſion, 
and to ſet up Iſabella, the King of Spain's Daugh- 
ter, meerly for her being a Roman Catholick, but 
otherwiſe on fooliſh and far-fetch'd Pretenſions. 
And, in purſuance of theſe vain Pretenfions, the 
Spaniards' employ'd ſeveral, both Foreigners and 
Engliſhmen, to poiſon or murder the Queen. Some 
of them were taken, and executed. Yet none of 
theſe Atrempts provoked the Queen to preſs fur- 
ther the Severities againſt the Papiſts ; nor even 
their ſending over Hire to poiſon her, in the 41ſt 
Year of her Reign, who died confeſſing it. 
Nay, ſome of the Papiſis themſelves own'd this The Pazifts 
For when ſome of the Sec:t- — 4 
lars. quarrelled with the eftirs and their Adhe- Ge, Sg, 
rents, who had procured a Hreve from the Pope, 
„ declaring them Schiſmaticks and Hereticks,” 
they publiſhed ſeveral Books in their own Juſtifi- 
cation. They ſhow'd, © That the Queen had 
„been ſo Gentle to them, that in the firit Eleven 
„ Years of her Reign there was not one Papiſt 
<* call'd in queſtion for his Conſcience and Reli- 
gion: And that in the Ten Years after Pius's 
* Bull, and the Rebellion that follow'd, not above 
„Twelve Prieſts were put to death, ſome of 
** whom were convicted of Treaſon : Till the Year 
* 1550, when the its had their firſt Footing 
in England. And they ſhow, how Prejudicial 
to the Carholick Cauſe their wicked Deſigns and 
Practices againſt the Government -were, and 

„hat 


A Diviſion 
among the 
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* what ſevere Laws it brought upon them: But 
** that even then, in the Ten following Years, not 
* above Fifty Prieſts had been executed; and 
"* Fifty-five had been only baniſh'd, who might 
have been puniſh'd by Death, if the 
* agen ray them according to Law. And they 
** ſay, that ſince the Exgliſh Seminaries had been 
** ſet up in Spain by the means of Parſons the 
fFiᷓeſuit, they had ſent over ſuch Flocks of miſ- 
* chievous Prieſts, who had excited ſome of the 
. Queen's Subjects to rebel, and others to mur- 
der, or poiſon the Queen; that the _ who 
„ (fay they) was of opinion that Conſcience was 
* a Free Principle, and ought not to be forc'd, 
% was oblig'd to uſe Severity againſt this ſort of 
© Men, that ſhe might not expoſe her own and 
© the Kingdom's Safety.“ 

This Quarrel was very wiſely cheriſh'd by 
the Court and the Biſhop of London. A Pro- 
clamation was ſet forth * commanding the Zeſnirs, 
« and thoſe Secular Prieſts that were their Adhe- 
« rents (which was the greater part of them) im- 
© mediately to depart the Realm; and thoſe who 
„ were more moderate, to be gone in two Months, 
e unleſs they would take the Oarhs of Allegiance : 
« And that they ſhould not return under the ut- 
« moſt Penaltics of the Laws.” 

This, it ſeems, came in good time to diſconcert 
a villainous Deſign for murdering the Queen, and 
excluding the King of Scots, carried on by one 
Thomas Winter (as he himſelf afterwards confeſs'd) 
and by Zeſmund a Feſuit, who were ſent over to 
Spain by ſome of the Party here to concert thoſe 
Schemes. 

But we find no further Severities againſt Papiſts 
in this Reign : Nor does this Proclamation appear 
to have been follow'd with any kind of Rigor. 


I HAVE thus gone thro' the Conduct of the 
Papiſts here in Fg!and during this long Reign. 
And I have ſhewn the Grounds of all the ſevere 
Laws made againſt them, which have ſince been 


only repeated, and ſtrengthen'd, as particular Oc- 


caſions 


ucen had 
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eafions reqnir'd. And at the ſame time I have 
ſhown the great r and Mercy uſed towards 
them, when they leaſt deſerv'd it. The Effects 
of which appear d in this Reign, but will appear 
much more in the next, to have been only the 
encouraging them more in their Boldneſs, and 
giving them greater Strength to execute what they 
wickedly devis'd. 


IN Queen Hligabetb's Time, about her 43d k. Au. 


Year, Pope Clement VIII. had ſent two PBreves 
into England, one to the Popiſh Clergy, the other 
ta the People: In which © he directs them, not 
„to admit any Perſon, how nearly ſoever allied 
to the Crown, after the Queen's Death, unleſs 
he were not only inclin'd to tolerate the Romi/h 
« Perſuaſion, but to advance and eſtabliſh it to the 
* utmolt of his Power, and would oblige himſelf 
„by Oath, as his Anceſtors had done, to perform 
the ſame.” 

This Breve was communicated but to a few: 
For they were grown to ſtand in great awe of 
Queen Fl;2aberh. But in this was the firſt Foun- 
dation Jaid for the e Treaſon Plot. 

King James indeed ſtudied to gain the Papiſts 
by fair Promiſes; and wrote a Letter to the Pope, 
promiſing to connive at the Papiſts when he ſhould 
come to the Crown of England, which Bellarmine 
afterwards publiſh'd. But, it ſeems, the Papiſts 
did not think That enough, or did not think fit to 
truſt him. | 

The Zeſuits and Seuinary Prieſts grew very bold, 
on ſome Hopes they had conceiv'd at firſt of the 
King's favouring them, and being diſcharg'd from 
ſeveral Proſecutions they lay under by the Gene- 
ral Pardon granted at the Coronation as was uſual : 
But inſtead of being mollified by this, they grew 
more impatient, and engag'd in a Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt the King, to ſet up the Lady Aratelle's 
Title againſt bis: for which ZBrook, Lord Cob- 
ham's Brother, and two Prieſts ſuffer'd death. Upon 
which, the King ſet forth a Proclamation, Com- 
manding all ſuch Perſons to depart the Realm, 


and 


the Firſt's 


Reign, 


The Act 
1 Jac. I. 
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and threatning them with the utmoſt Penalties of 
the Laws, if ever any of them were found in it of $ 
thereafter. Mid 

And an Act was made in the firſt Year of that Lor, 
King, for putting in due. and exact Execution the I tenti 
Acts of Queen Elizabeth againſt Feſtuits, S2mminary fexec 
Prieſts, and Recnſants. By it, © there was a butt 
« Penalty of 1c0/. laid on thoſe who ſhould ſend Merce 
any Child abroad to be educated in one of theſe arri 


Lg 
Lay 


* Seminaries: And the Child ſo ſent and educa- Sir 
* ted abroad was diſabled from inheriting ; and pirat 
„all Truſis in his favour were made void: And riſor 
© thoſe who were abroad were to return in a Year, by th 
* or to lie under the ſame Penalty and Incapacity al Pe 
till they conform'd : The reſt was explaining R that h 
« ſome Particulars in the Acts of Elis. ned t 

In the ſecond Year of this King was the famous od 


The Gun- 
powder Flot. 


under pretext of a Hunting Match. I he Deſign 
and all his Tamily, with thoſe of the Lor 


Gunpoctuer Plot laid and contrived, and was to many 
have been executed on the 5th of February 1604-5, eeply 
but was dclay'd by the King's Proroguing the Par- oer. 
liament to the 5th of November following. I ſhall Thi 
not enter into the Particulars of this Story, nor MW 7c. 
of it's being diſcover'd by Percy's Letter to Lord Wer dil 
Mcnteagle, nor of the Reſiſtance made by ſome of Wt * 
the Cor pirators, who ſecing the Plot diſcover'd, 
fled away to Humſinore-Heath in Warwickſhire, 
where they had appointed their great Rendez-vous 


is wel! known to have been, to deſtroy the King, 

4. and Com- 
mons who were then aſſembled; and only to pre- 
ſerve the Lady Elizabeth, and to make her Queen, 


# Tuſti, 


that in her Minority (for ſhe was then an Infant) cuſam 
they might re-eſtabliſh the Popiſb Religion in <erni 
England. She was then at Lord Harington's the 7 
Houſe, near Dunſmore-Heath, which determin d . 1rea 
them to pitch on that Place. They mounted a . likew 
Body of their Friends on the Horſes they had pro- N. Mo 
vided, and prepared to make Refiſtance : But the WW. of thi 
Sheriff of Warwickſhire and Worceſterſhire ſoon If, he co 
maſter'd them, killing ſome, and taking the reſt. IW. with 
Several of them were executed, who expreſs'd no of $7; 
other Sorrow, but that their Deſigns had failed rm of, 


of or Ab 


4 but the Devil only diſcovered it. 


NS 
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of Succeſs. Guido Faux, when he was taken at 
Midnight, going into the Cellar under the Horſe of 
Lords, and carried to the Council, confeſſed his In- 
tention; and ſaid, He was only ſorry it was not 
executed, and that God would have conccaled it, 
To ſuch a de- 

gree of Madneſs and Fury had Bigotted Principles 
arried theſe Men. 

Sir Everard Digby, who was one of the Con- 

pirators that ſuffer'd for it, wrote during his Im- 


Frriſonmert ſeveral Letters, which were preſerved 


y the Family, and have been fince ſeen by ſeve- 


gal Perſons of Credit; expreſſing a great Concern 
hat he had heard that ſome of their Friends bla- 
red their Undertaking, but that he thought it fo 
Nood a Deſign, that he would willingly have loſt 
many Lives in the Cauſe, if he had had them. So 


eeply was he intoxicated with the Enthuñaſm of 


FI ojery. 


This Provocation drew on the Papiſts the Acts The Aas 
Jac. I. c. 4. & c.5. Thefirlt was, For the bet- A 
er diſcovering and reprefling Popiſh Recvſants, 


Wt * * every Recuſant that comes to Church, 


* and conforms, ro receive the Sacrament once a 


ear, on pain of forfeiting 20 l. for the firſt 


Lear, 40 J. for the ſecond, 6c J. for the third, 
and fo encreafing 201. for every Year of ſuch 


7 Omiſſion; and the Recſant having once re- 


0 


ceiv'd, is to forfeit 60 J. for every Year he omits 
receiving afterwards: By this AQ likewiſe the 
Juſtices of Peace are empower'd to convict Re- 
cuſants, and to hear and determine Matters con- 
cerning them, which by the Acts of Elig. only 
the Zuſtices of Aſixe could do: (Matters of 


T Lreaſon only excepted :) By this the King is 
7 likewiſe empower'd to refuſe the Penalty of 20 /. 
a Month, and inſtead of it to take Two Thirds 


of the Offender's Eftate, and detain them till 
' he conforms : 1t further empowers any Biſhop 
with two Juſtices of Peace to tender an Oath 
' of Supremacy,” (which the AR preſcribes the 
Form of, and is wel: known) © to Perſons Convict, 


or Abſenters from the Sacrament, or to ſuſpec- 
F « ted 
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« ted Perſons; and, on their Refuſal, to put them Ml © ar 
&« in Priſon till the next Aſſizes, or Seſſions ; where 
<« jt ſhall be again tendred to them, and they 
% made to incur a Præmumire on their Refuſal to 
* take it. And beſides, it is by this Act made 
« High Treaſon to abſolve any from their Obe- 


<« dience to the King, or to reconcile them to the x - 
« Pope or See of Rome, or to move them to pro- „ 
e miſe Obedience to any Foreign Power, &c. And 5 A 
the ſame, to be ſo abſolv'd or reconcil'd, or tf .. Cl 
* make any ſuch Promiſe willingly ; except ſuch ,, © 
<« Perſons ſubmit, and take the Gelbe.“ 1 
The other Act, in the ſame Year, was, To pre ., th 
vent and avoid Dangers which may. grow by , ,, P, 
piſh Recuſants. * | N A 
This Act * offers a Part of the Forſeitures i 4 1 

* Thoſe who diſcover Recuſants entertaining 7 ,, - 
« ſuits, Ec. and where Maſs has been ſaid, and , © 
* who were preſent, and the Prieſt that ſaid it ,, A 
* Recuſants Convift are not to come to Court, bu ,, Wy 
« on a ſpecial Command, on pain of forteitingf ,, Pr 
« 1001. And all who ſhall have abſented from ,, V. 
Church three Months ſhall remove ten Mile . di 
* from London, and give their Names to the Lorq ,, ** 
Mayor or Fuſtices, on pain of 1001. Forfeit an 
** excepting Tradeſmen =" 2 have no other Dwel T 
ling: And Recuſants are forbid to travel abov: Pap, 
* five Miles from the Place of their Abode, wit — 


* out a Licence from the King, or three of th .. 
* Council, or from four Juſtices of Peace of th th 
County where they live, with the Aſſent of th .. 

* Biſhop, Lord Lieutenant, or any Deputy Lie! be 
* tenant of the ſame County: Offenders againi 
* this are to ſuffer as Recuſants Convitt, and Fs 
* forfeit as in 35 Eliz. c. 2. By this Act Papi th 
are reſtrain'd from exerciſing the Profeſſion 

* Law or Phyſick, or any Publick Office in a Pr 
Court of Juſtice, or ſerving as Officers by Se 
* or Land: And are to be diſabled as Perſor haps 


* excommunicatc. The Law is extended to ma! by 1 
* ried Women and Widows; and ſeveral Penal em 
« ti Laid ; dy 7 

ties are laid on them for particular Offences 1 3 


gainſt the Act of Uniformity ; Beſides, all v 
| « an 


| 
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© ate ſent to be educated abroad, are diſabled 
« from receiving any Gift or Conveyance, Cc. of 
« any Lands, 8 Sc. unleſs at eigh- 
« teen Years of Age they take the Oath of Supre- 
« acy preſcribed in the former Act: The next 
« of Kin is, till they take that Oath, to receive 


1 to the! « the Profits of the Aid Lands, Sc. to account to 
| S © the 


| WW 
7c. And 


wner for them if the Owner conform : 
And a Penalty of 100 J. is laid on any who ſend 
Children ſo abroad. The ſame Diſability is ex- 
* tended to all who are beyond Sea, and do not 


return in fix Months, and take the Oath, till 
# © they conform. There are ſome Clauſes againſt 


* Popiſh Books and Reliques, laying a {mall Fine 
* on thoſe that import them: By this Act all 
Armour, Powder, and Munition, was to be ta- 
* ken from Recuſants Convict, by Warrant from 
* four Juſtices of Peace at their Quarter Seſſions : 
* And it they conceal or refuſe to deliver ir, it 
* was to be forfeited, and the Recilſants to be im- 
* priſon'd for three Months: And further, Pa- 
Fgiſts Convict are diſqualified from being Guar- 
* dians, Executors, or Adminiſtrators, but the 
* next of Kin who conforms is to take their Place, 
and act as Guardian,” | 

Theſe were the only ſevere Acts made againſt The an 
Papiſts during this Reign, except one in the 7th 7 Je. b 
Year of this King, © obliging all Perſons to take 
* the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, making 
e the Refuſal a Premunire; and ordaining that 
married Women, being * Convict, ſhall 
* be committed to Priſon till they conform; or 
* their Husbands pay 10/. a Month, or a third 
< part of their Lands and Tenements, as long as 
they, remaining Recuſants, continue out of Pri- 
* fon.” | 

Probably this Act was made on ſome new In- 
trigues diſcover'd among the Papi/ts here, or per- 
haps on the Murder of Henry the-I'Vth of France 
by Ravillac, who was ſet on by the Jeſuits to 
commit that foul Crime; which gave every bo- 
dy a Horrour at their Order, and all that adhered 
to them, It produced a Proclamation againſt 7e- 

F 3 ſees 
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ſuits and Prieſts, & commanding them out of the 
„Kingdom, and all Recuſants to their Homes, 
and not to come within Ten Miles of the Court; 
and likewiſe requiring the Oath of Allegiance to 
„be taken by all Perſons:“ Which the Parlia. 
ment, both Lords and Commons, began, and were 
follow'd in by the reſt of the People. 


Great Gen- But during this whole Reign, after the few Ex- 
tlencſs to amples made on the Gumpotuder Plot, great Gen- 


Papiſts, 


tleneſs was uſed towards Papiſts. Numbers of 
Prieſts, that had been taken, were diſcharged and 
tranſported by order of Coumcil. This was im- 
puted by ſome to the King's A pprehenſion of their 
attempting deſperate things againſt his Perſon. O- 
thers attributed it to a ſecret Inclination he had 
to Popery ; which Suſpicion was encreaſed by his 
treating firit with Hain, and then treating and 
concluding with France, a Match for his Son, 
Prince Charles; and from his neglecting the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in Germany, which was ruin'd by 
the Misfortunes of the King of Bohemia, who had 
married King 78's only Daughter, and yet re- 
ccived no Afiſtance from him. 


The Lords Theſe Jealoufes and Fears drew the Two Peti- 
and Com- 77c775 that were made to that King by both Zords 


mons peti- 


tion the 


and Commons jointly, on a Conference between the 


Kingagainſt two Houſes, the laſt Year but one of his Reign, 


the Feſut's | 
and Papiſts. 


K. James 


(the Spaniſh Match then going off, and the French 
one coming on:) In one of which they “ pray'd 
&« his Majeſty to exccute the Laws againſt Zeſturrs, 
« Prieſts, and Popiſh Reciiſumts; and, in the 
other, “ That his Majeſty would, on no Occaſion 
of Marriage or Treaty, or any Requeſt from 
« any Foreign Power, flacken or take away the 
Execution of the Laws againſt them.“ 

The King anſwer'd them in fair Words, promi- 


favours the ſing to comply with their Deſires; but was ſo ca- 


Papiſts. 


gerly ſet on the marrying his Son to the Princeſs 
Henrietta Maria (the Daughter of Henry the IVth 
of France, and Siſter of Lewis the XIIIth, the 
then King,) that, notwithſtanding his Promiſes to 
his Parliament, he itipulated with the French ſe- 
veral great Immunities for the Papiſts here; as 
appears 
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* by the Articles ſealed and ſworn to by him 
a few Months before his Death. 


INDEED in the next Reign, the unhappy K. ch l 

Influence of a Popiſh Queen on a King, who was I's Reign. 
certainly no Papiſt himſelt, but was too eaſily led 
by others to his own Ruin, was the Cauſe that but 
one Act appears againſt them in this Reign: That 
of the zd Year of K. CV. I. againſt breeding Youth 
in Popuſh Seminaries beyond Sea, (the Act 1 Fac. The An 
I. c. 4. having proved ineffectual,) © diſabling 3 Car. L 
* All who ſhall ſend any Perſons, or be ſent, be- 
„ yond Sea to any ſuch Sexzinary, from ſuing, be- 
ing Executors, Legatees, or bearing any Offices; 
* and forfeiting all their Goods and Chattels, and 
* their Lands, Ec. during Life : Only if any ſuch 
* Perſon, who has been abroad, ſhould in fix Months 
after his Return conform, he was not to incur 
** thoſe Penalties, but was to have his Lands, c. 
reſtored to him.” | 

I ſhall ſay no more of the Conduct of the Pa- TheCondug 
piſis in this unhappy Reign; not becauſe they led - 4 ei 
more 2 and quiet Lives, but becauſe their Reign of 
Tranſactions were more ſecret, and, they having the K. CL. 
Court on their fide, ſo far at leaſt as always to co- 
ver them, never broke out into open and evident 
Actions. And my Intention is not to charge the 
Papiſts with Surmiſes and Suſpicions, but only 
with their known and undeniable Practices. I fa 
nothing here of the Triſh Maſſacre, becauſe i 
have confin'd my ſelf at preſent to conſider only 
the Conduct of the Papiſts in England. And, tho 
I verily believe the Defigns the Papiſts were en- 
gaged in during this Reign were worſe, and re- 
ally more dangerous, than any they ever had becn 
in fince the Reformation; yet as they found a 
way to draw in that unfortunate Prince to work 
their Ground before them, and to expoſe himſclt 
on their account, they muſt lie in a manner cover'd 
under his Protection, and enjoy the Benefit of his 
having in effect ſuffer'd for his Eaſineſs to them. 

BUT as the Tragical End of King Charles the The Ege: 
Firſt, and the Succeſs of the Parliament againſt & he Civil 
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his Son Charles the Second, forced the Princes of 
our Royal Family out of Eugland, and threw them 
into the Arms of Popery ; ſo the next two Reigns 
were ſpent in continual Struggles between the 
Court and the Country for and againſt our Reli- 
gion and, in conſequence of That, our Liberty : 

n the one Reign indeed carried on with greater 
Artifice, and deeper Diſſimulation: In the other, 
with more open Violence and Illegality. And in 
theſe a I ſhall not enter into the ſecret 
Deſigns of the Papiſts, but only examine thoſe 
Actions of theirs which came to light. 


K. Charles THERE was in the beginning of the Reign 
IId' Reign. of King Charles the Second, juſt after the Act of 
Uniformity took place, and the Nonconformiſts 
were outed of their Berefices, a Deſign ſet on foot 
The Papiſts by the Earl of Briſtol, and the Popiſh Party, to 
Into. move for a general Toleration for both Papiſts and 
Nonconformiſts. And in compliance with this Lord, 
The King's the King ſet out his Declaration in the Year 1662, 
8 promiting to find out Ways to temper the Seve- 
karo. © rities of the Laws, and to make all his Subjects 
* eaſy under them.” The r who 
were poſleſs'd with the Jealouſy of the King's be- 
ing a Papiſt, were very cold in receiving it. And 
the Earl of Clarendon, and the Biſhops, oppoſed 

it warmly. | 
— — mf That great Man, the Earl of Clarendon, (to whoſe 
Faris. Wiſdom and Integrity this Nation in a great mea- 
ſure owes its preſent Religious and Civil Liberties,) 
went into another Scheme that was offer'd by Tome 
of the more moderate Papiſts; which was, to To- 
lerate only thoſe who would take the Oarh of Al- 
legiance, and renounce the Pope's depoſing Power, 
and to allow only Secular Pricſts in England, and 
ſtrictly forbid the Kingdom to all Regulars, eſpe- 
cially to Zeſuirs, under the ſevereſt Penalties of 

the Law. 

But this was rejected by the Bulk of the Popiſb 
Party, as a Proje& to divide them among them- 
ſelves, and had only a few poor, honeſt, diſregard- 
ed Papiſts to appear for it. And the Pope's Inter- 
. Aniuncio 


uuncio 
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auncio at Bruſſels cenſured thoſe who went into 
this Scheme, as Enemies to the Papal Authority. 


It appear'd _ by This, that the Bulk of But the Pa- 
not intend to ſatisfy themſelves pts w 


the Papiſts di 
with Toleration, but were reſolved to aſpire to 
Dominion. And finding the Duke of York to be 
truly and cordially in their Intereſt, and ſo addic- 
ted to Popery, that he was ready to ſacrifice every 
thing to its Service, they adhered cloſely to Him, 
till at laſt they ſunk him with their Weight. The 
Elder Brother, King Charles the Second, was as 
much Theirs, as it appear'd at his Death: But, as 
he would often expreſs himſelf, he had not a mind 
to travel again. He would not hazard his Crown 
to gratify his Conſcience. And the Earl of Cla- 
rendon, very ſoon after the Reſtoration, deterred 
him from any open Attempt in favour of Popery, 
by ſecretly — up the Houſe of Commons to 
offer a Bill againſt calling Him a Papiſt, or a Fa- 
vourer of Poßery; ſhowing him by That how o- 
dious Popery was to the whole Nation, and how 
hazardous any ſuch Attempt would be to himſelf. 

Whether the Papiſts were the Authors of the 
Fire of London, which happen'd in this Reign, 
or what View they might k 


with what was not fully proved upon them. I 
ſhall only ſay this, that there were then ſuch 
ſtrong Preſumptions of it, that ſome of the beſt 
and moſt impartial Men believed it. A French 
Pgpiſt, Hubert, ſuffer d for it, and confeſs d it to 
his Death; and told ſo many Circumſtances about 
it, ſhewing the very Place where he had be- 

un it, that it was not eaſy to disbelieve him, tho 
the Diſturbance which the Horrour of the Action 
and the Fear of Death threw him into made his 
Account very confus d, and made many believe 
that he was diſtracted. But his Account was the 
more believed for another Circumſtance which 
came out about the ſame time. One Grant, a Pa- 


Fiſt, who had work d himſelf into a Share in the 


anagement of the Necv-Rziver, which ſupplied 
London with Water, had gone to Hington, where 
| the 


ted. 


ave in it, I ſhall not bumt 
take upon me to judge. Nor ſhall I charge them 4% 
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the Heads of the Pipes lay, the Saturday before 
the Fire broke out in London; and, calling for the 
Keys of the Room where the Pipes lay, went into 
it, and coming out again ſhut the Door, and went 
away, carrying the Keys along with him. Next 
Day, when the Fire was kindled in the 'Town, and 
they broke up the Streets to come at the Pipes for 
Water, they found them dry. And, while a good 
deal of time was loſt between ſending to Viugton 
to let out the Water, and the Water's flowing to 
'Town thro the Pipes, the Fire had made too great 
Progreſs to be eafily ſtopp'd. The Officer of the 
Works affirm'd, he had ſet the Water a going, and 
that none but Graut had had the Keys, or gone 
in: And Grant own'd he went in, and had carried 
away the Keys by Forgetfulneſs; but denied that 
he had turn'd the Cocks, or ſtopp'd the Water. 
There was a Committee appointed by the Horſe 
of Commons to enquire into the Authors of the 
Burning of London: But they found no Prooks ſtrong 
enough to charge it certainly upon the Papiſts : 
And fo nothing againſt them follow'd upon it. In 
which the great Temper of the Nation was moſt 
remarkable, that would not run into Severities up- 
on Preſumptions and Conjectures. 
be Defgus But the Pan could not fit eaſy. The King 
of the Pa- had made an Alliance with Franc? in the Year 
pits in 2652. 17 ; in which the Advantage the French were 
to make was, The Deſtrution of Holland, and of 
the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad, and ſo to make way 
for an Univerſal Monarchy, which was then the 
French Scheme ; and in conſequence of that, an 
Univerſal Religion. And the only Advantage ſti- 
ulated for our King was, To make himſelf Abſo- 
bs at home, and Independent on Parliaments, 
and to have Zealand for his ſhare, as ſoon as Hel- 
land ſhould be conquer'd. 
Declan And that it might appear to all the World, that 
ſuſpending the chief View even of the Abfolute Power aim'd 
the Penal at by our Court at home was, To reſtore Popery, 
— 7,- the King was prevail'd on to open the Scene here 
piſts, with a Declaration, not like the former one, tel- 


ling only what he intended, but directly — 
the 
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the Execution of all Penal Laws, both againſt Papiſts 
and Nonconformiſts, (which laſt were added only to 
cover the former.) The King thoug.: I was 5 
the King of France having made his way into Hol- 
land, almoſt without Oppoſition, every thing plying 
zfore him. | 

But the beſt-laid Defigns ſometimes fail. The 
King of France knew not how to uſe Victory, and 
the whole Deſign miſcarried ; and, as every one 
knows, was defeated by the invincible Spirit, and 
Conduct of the young Prince of Orange. 


The Parliament in Eygland meeting again in the Tye as + 
Year 1673; the Houſe of Commons, who now {aw 28 Car. II 


Popery and Slaver preparing, and almoit made rea- 
dy, for them, at their firſt Meeting voted the Decia- 
ration Illegal: And, tho' at firſt the Houſe of Lords 
aſſerted the Declaration, a Bill was carried againſt 
the Papiſts, requiring all Perſons, who had, or 
„ ſhould have, any Oifice Civil or Military, or any 
« 'Truſit or Pay from the King, or were in the Service 
or Houſhold of the King, or the Duke of Tork, to 
take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, the 
* next Term, or next Quarter-Seſſions, after they 
* enter'd into any ſuch Place or Office, and within 
* three Months to take the Sacrament in the Church 
« of England, and deliver to the Court in which they 
* took their Oath a Certificate under the Hand of the 
* Miniſter and Churchwarden of their having ſo re- 
* ceiv'd, and were further to prove it by two Wit- 
* nefles upon Oath : And this on pain of being inca- 
4e owe of the Office; and, if they executed it after 
ſuch Neglect, of being diſabled to ſue, be Guar- 
dians, Executors, or Legatces, or to bear any Ot- 
* fice for the future; and to forfeit 500 l. to go to the 
Informer and Convicter: And Parents, tho' not Re- 
* cuſants, ſuffering their Children to be of 
* educated, were to be diſabled from holding any 
* Othce in Church or State; and the Children fo edu- 
* cated the ſame, till they conform'd, and took the 
* Oaths, and received the Sacrament : And the De- 
* claration againſt Tranſulſtantiation was further re- 
* quir'd, — — the aforeſaid Penalties, to be taken 
* along with the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
« macy.“ 
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Here is a Penal Act, (tor ſo I muſt own it to be, 
ſince it diſqualifies Men for ſerving their Country, ot 
being employ'd by their Prince,) Here, I ſay, is a 
Penal Act againſt Papiſts : Not, as it had been in 
former 'Times, to ſecure the Crown and Government 
againſt the Machinations of the Papiſts, but really and 
truly to ſecure the Nation, and the Church of Ex- 
land, from the Intentions which the Court had, a 
little too haſtily, reveal'd in their favour. It was 
more an A& to diſable the King from em loying 
Pafiſts, than to puniſh the Papiſts with an un, 
City. 

And tho' the King gave way to his Parliament 
and paſs'd this Act, which was call'd the Teſt-Act; 
and this by the Advice of the French Court, who 
preferr'd the King's getting Money of the Parlia- 
ment on any Condition, and ſo being able to bear a 
ſhare in the Expence of the War, which the French 
and we were then jointly engag'd in againſt Holland. 
to their Religion, and the Support of their Friends 
in England: Yet the Popiſh Party, it ſeems, could 
not forgive the King his Compliance in paſſing the 
Bill; or elſe, did not truſt him; or would not have 

atience, till he ſhould be able to bring about their 
Ends more effectually, and more ſecurely. 

Theſe Sentiments of the Papiſts came to be known 
when the Popi/h Plot broke out in the Year 1678; 
and when Coleman's Letters were ſeiz'd, (thoſe of 
them which he in his hurry had not convey'd away 
with the reſt, which were thoſe relating to the Years 
1674, 75, and the beginning of 76.) In theſe Letter 
the Deſign of —_— out the Peſtilent Northern He 
reſy is ſpoken of as being very near the Execution; 
the Duke's Zeal extoll'd; and the King's inconſtant 
and venal Temper reflected upon ſeverely. 

I ſhall not charge the __ with all the things o 
which the Witneſſes accus'd them, ror enter into the 
Examination of the Evidence on which ſo many loſt 
their Lives. Bur it anſwers my purpoſe ſufficiently, 
that it was plain from Coleman's Letters, and from 
many other — in the Courſe of that At- 


fair, that could not have been mere Forgeries, that 
there was a Deſign on foot among the Papiſts, to 
force a Change of Religion, and the Eſtabliſnment 
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of Popery, in theſe. Kingdoms, by a Foreign Force 
and Aſſiſtance. And, whether it was mention'd a- 
mong the Conſpirators, or not, to murder the King; 
it is plain, that the Deſign muſt have ended in That, 
unleſs he ſhould have given way to their Demands, 
or was engaged with them underhand. For it is not 
to be ſuppos d, That People will procure an Invaſion 
from abroad, and foment a Rebellion at home, and 
yet be tender of the Perſon of a Prince that ſtands 
in their way. And beſides, it is enough for my 
Point, if it appear'd, that there was then a Conſpira- 
cy wap ſorm'd againſt the Religious and Civil 
Rights of our Country, whether the King's Life was 
aim'd at, ar whether he was ſecretly favouring it, 
tho' it was in appearance againſt himſelf. 

The Murder of Sir Ediznndbury Godfrey, which 
was evidently fix d upon the Papiſts, ſhew'd that 
they were not innocent of all the other wicked De- 
figns charg'd upon them; and which that Right had 
been too zealous in enquiring into; and was thought 
to have known too much of for his own Safety from 
Coleman, with whom he was obſerv'd to have con- 
vers'd long, juſt before he (Coleman) was made cloſe 
Priſoner ; and upon it had expreſs'd great Apprehen- 
ſions of Danger to himſelf from the Papiſts, tho' he 
was well known not to be a very fearful Man. 


This Plot drew down upon the Papiſts a new Teſt- The Teft- 
Af, ſtronger than the former one. By this Act,“ every —— 
Member of either Houſe of Parliament was to take (Stat. 2 
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publickly in either Houſe the Oaths of Allegiance 
* and Supremacy, and to ſubſcribe an ampler Decla- 
* ration, than by the former Teſt-Act was appointed, 
„not only againſt Tranſubſtantiation, but fikewiſc 
H againſt the Adoration oi the Virgin Mary or Szints, 
and the Sacrifice of the Maſi, without any Equi- 
* vocation or Reſervation, or Diſpenſation from the 
Hape, or Hopes of being abſolv* by him from it: 
And every one, not having taken theſe Oaths and 
* ſubſcrib'd this Declaration, or any Papiſt Convift, 
* who ſhould come to Court, was to ſuffer the Penal- 
* ty of the Act, unleſs he took the Oaths and De- 
* claration the next Term after: The Penalty of the 
Act was, To be judg'd a Popiſh Recuſant Convitt, 
and to incur all the 2 pond and Diſabilities of ſuch 
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ne, together with a Fine of 5co I. for every Of- 
tende, i go to the Informer: And any Lord or 
Commoner, utting without qualifying himſelf as 
the Act preſcribed, was to be over and above diſ- 
abled from fitting during that Parliament: And 
the Lords or Cemmons might oblige any of their 
<« reſpective Members to take theſe Oaths, and ſub- 
icribe this Declaration, as they ſhould ſee occa- 
ſion : And all ſworn Servants to the King or Queen 
were to qualify themſelves according to the laſt 
Teſt-Ac; and coming to Court without ſo doing, 
* were to ſuffer the Penalties of this Act: There 
was a Proviſo for the Queen, nine Portugueſe, and 
nine F7zgl;fh, Women about her: And another, for 
the Duke of York (who on the laſt Teſt-Act had 
* declar'd himſelf a Papiſt :) And all Offenders a- 
** gainit this Act were to be reliev'd from the Penal- 
** ries of it, upon their coming in, and taking the 
„ Oaths, and making the Submiſſion, requir'd.” 

Upon the whole, the Act could not have been con- 
cciv'd gentler, conſidering the Provocation, and the 
vifible Danger the Nation was in from Pepery ; hav- 
ing a King cn the Throne, who was thought, and 
afterwards appear'd to be, a Papiſt in his Heart, and 
a Succeſſor that was 2n avow'd one. And yet with 
all this no Execution of the ſevere Laws in force a- 
gainſt Popiſh Reciiſunts was commanded by this AR. 
It was thought enough, to diſable them from holding 
Places, — — hurting them any further. 

How this Gentleneſs was return'd, the next Reign 
began to ſhow : I ſay, began, becauſe there was nat 
time given the —_— to ſhow it quite. And per- 
haps bad they had a little more time, and had diſ- 
cover'd the true Viſage of Popery to a longer and 
more perfect View, it would have made deeper Im- 
8 and not have worn out of People's Minds ſo 

con, as it ſeems to have done. 

I ſhall ſay no more of this Reign, becauſe the 
Conduct of the Papiſis after this time was more ſe- 
cret, they having the Court on their fide. Nor ſhall 
mention the Suſpicions there were of their Poiſon- 
ing K. Charles the 114, on ſome Intelligence they got 
of a Deten he had form'd to make up all Differences 
with his People, in which they * he would 
| have 
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have made Popery the firlt Sacrifice: becauſe, how 
well grounded ſocver theſe Suſpicions may be, they 

amount to no more than Suſpicions, that the 2 
poiſon'd him; tho' there was much more than Su pi- 

cion, (very good grounds to believe,) that he ras poi- 
on'd. 


I ſhould now go thro' the Reign of K. James II. K. James 
But I ſhall paſs lightly over it, that I may not ag- — 
gravate the Misfortunes of that unhappy and miſ- 

uided Prince. 

He was link'd to the Rowan Catholicks, and to the 
worlt Party of them, That of the Jeſwirs : As ap- 
pear'd by the unwary Letter of the Liege Fathers to The Liege 
their Brethren of Friburg in Switzerland, which was 
unluckily brought to light. In it they mention © the 
« King's being receiv'd into a Communication of the 
« Merits of their Order, and becoming a Son of their 
Society; that he aflur'd them he was concern'd for 
<« their Intereſts equally with his own; that he was 
* refolv'd on Converting the Nation, or dying a 
*« Martyr in the Attempt.” 

And thus was this — unfortunate Prince wrought The Con- 
upon by his B7gotry to looſe his Crown for the Service Ph — 
of his Church. His Reign, ſhort as it was, was a conti- qi; — 
nued Courſe of violent Weakneſs, of cruel and illegal, 
but unſteady Counſels. The Zeſuits, his chief Counſel- 
lors, ſeem'd to be driven by a kind of fatal Infatuation 
to diſcover, what they ſhould in Policy have diſſembled 
till they were more ſure of Succeſs, They had ac- 
quir'd a Reputation in the World for Cunning and 
Artifice : But they ſhow'd by their Management, 
now they had Power in their hands, that they had no 
more of the JI/7ſdom of the Serpent, than of the 
Harmleſſneſs of the Dove. They betray'd a raſh, 
unguarded, ignorant, and inſolent Character, which 
the World had never conceiv'd of them before. 

But [ will ſay no more of this ſhort and contemp- 
tible Reign, which laſted juſt long enough to let us 
ſee what we were to expect from the Dominion of 
Papiſts, but not ng enough to make us feel it, and 
remember it. Perhaps, if it had laſted a little lon- 
ger, we ſhould have teen fewer Jacobites than, it is 
to be fear d, are at this day in the Nation. 
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Leaving therefore this Ignoble Scene, I ſhall paſs 
on to conſider what has been the Behaviour of ths 
Papiſts among us ſince the great Diſappointment they 
receiv'd by the Nevolution; which reſtor'd Us to our 
Religious and our Civil Liberty, and did the Papiſts 
no other injury, than that of preventing them from en- 
G_ us in the State, and perſecuting us in the 
Church. 

One would 1 — in the next Reign ſeverer Laws 
againſt Papiſts than ever yet had been made, after 
the Provocations of the former Reign. But King 
William's natural Gentleneſs, and the Good-Nature 
that is ſo remarkable in Engliſimen, ſoon got the 
better of any Reſentment, which the Inſolence and 
Cruelty of the former Popiſh Government had very 
juſtly rais'd in the Minds of moſt Men, 

All that was done was, to keep up the Qualifications 
requir'd by the Teſt-Afs of K. Charles the Second: 
which was no more than hindring the TO from 
hurting us ; fince we did not intend to hurt them any 
further, provided they would live quietly and peace- 
ably among us. 

It was indeed not thought ſafe to allow the Papiſts 
to ſwarm about London, or to be poſleſs'd of Arms or 
Horſes for Service. So two Acts paſs'd in the firſt 
e Year of Milliam and Mary: The one, empowering 
32 the Lord Mayor of London, and the Juſtices of 

Peace round about it, to ſeize all Perſons ſuſpected 
to be Papiſts, and to tender them the Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiation, &c. in 30 Car. 2. c. 1. 
And on their refuſing it, they are to remove Ten 
Miles from London under pain of ſuffering and for- 
« fciting as Popiſh Recnſants Convict: And all ſuch 
« ſuſpected Perſons, if they further refuſe the ſaid 
* Declaration, m the King's Bench, or Quay 
* Seſſions, (to one of which every Juſtice of the 
peace is by the Act oblig'd to return the Names 
of both Subſcribers and Refuſers,) are to be ad- 
judg'd Popiſh Recnſants Convift : Tradeſmen who 
have no other Dwelling are excepted, in caſe they 
* certify their Names and Places of Abode at the 
Quarter Seſſions by a certain Day.“ 

'Fhe other Act was, for diſarming 4 By it, 
„Two Juſtices of Peace might tender the Declara- 
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tion to any Perſon ſuſpected to be a Papiſt: And, 
« if they refuſed it, they were not to keep Arms or 
Munition in their Houſes : And any Two Juſtices 
„might warrant any Perſon to {earch for the ſame ; 
« and, if they found any, to ſeize them for the Uſe of 
* the Crown: And, if ſuch Refuſers do not within 
ten days deliver up the ſame, or hinder any Perſon 
* warranted to ſeize the ſame, they are to be impri- 
s {on'd for three Months, and to forfeit to the Crown 
* treble the Value of the Arms, &c. Any Perſon 
* concealing, — to conceal, or diſturbing others 

in ſeizing, is made ſubject to the ſame Penalties - 
* And the Diſcoverer of any ſuch Arms, Sc. was, be- 
* fides, to have the Value of them levied on the 
* other Goods of the Offender : But any Offender, 
having refus'd the Declaration, who fall ſubmit 
* and {bſcribe it, and take the Oaths, ſhall be diſ- 
* charg'd from all Diſabilities and Forfeitures for the 
future on the account of his aforeſaid Default: 
And likewiſe, no Papiſt, refuſing the Declaration, 
vas to keep a Horſe of above 5 1. Value: And any 
Jo Juſtices might warrant the ſearching for ſuch 
* Horſes; which, if found, were forfeited to the 
„Crown: And the Concealing, or Aiding to conceal, 
* is made Impriſonment for three Months, and For- 
* feiting Treble the Value of the Horſes to the 
„Crown.“ | 

But theſe Acts were not Puniſhments, ſo properly 
as Securities. . 

Indeed in the next Year, in the 'Land-Tax AR, 5: Tas 

the Papiſts were doubly tax d: But it was only Thoſe tax d- onty 
who, being of the Age of 16, (it was in Q. Anne's 2» Non- 
Reign enlarg'd to 18,) ſhould not take the Oaths of Al-!*** 
legiance and Supremacy : And this double Tax was on- 
ly to lie __ them till they ſhould take Thoſe Oaths. 
The Declaration againſt 77anſubſtantiation, and the 
other Points of mere Religion, are not here requir'd. 
So that they are doubly Tax d, not as Papiſts, but 
as Subjects who refuſe Legal Obedience to their own 
Lau ful Sovereign. 

Indeed ten Years after This, in the ſame Reign, The A8 
when the Government had born long with a Courſe {+ 1b 
of many different Plots and Conſpiracies, which the 
Papiſts had always the chief hand in, and ſome of 
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thoſe, Plots of the moſt deteſted and{execrable kinds, for 


Aſſaſſinating the King, and for bringing in a Foreign 
Force to invade the Realm ; and when the Inſclence of 
the Prieſts was grown inſupportable, and their Acti- 
vity in perverting the u ts from their Religion and 
their Allegiance barefac'd, and the Numbers of thoſe 
that came over after the Peace of Reſivyck was found 
to be much greater than had been ever before ob- 
ſerv'd : An Act was made to prevent the further 
Growth of Popery. By this Act, „any one who 
„ ſhould ſeize a Po Biſhop, Prieſt, or Aſuit, 
* and convict them of ſaying Maſs, or exerciſing any 
© Function, was to receive 100 J. Reward : And any 
<«<- Biſhop, Prieſt, or eit, found exerciſing any ſuch 
„ Function, or ſaying Maſs, or any Papiſt, teachin 
School, was to ſuffer perpetual Impriſonment : And 
« every Papiſt, not taking the Oaths and ſubſcri- 
« bing the Declaration within fix Months after he 
* comes to be 18 Years of Age, was diſabled from 
„ inheriting, or taking by any means whatever, 
% Lands, Ec. in England, Males, or Berwick upon 
« Tweed: And the next Proteſtant Heir was to take 
and enjoy the ſaid Lands, c. but without Power 
*© to waſte : And Papiſts were diſabled from purcha- 
„fing Lands, c. in their own name, or in the name 
of others in Truſt for them: And all ſuch Truſts 
„are made void: And the Forfeiture of 100 /. for 
5 — Children abroad, which by 3 fac. I. was 
to go between the King and the Proſecutor, was 
“ now made to go wholly to the Diſcoverer and Con- 
« victer: And the Lord Chancellor is empower'd to 
* oblige Popr/h Parents to allow a ſuitable Mainte- 
„ nance to their t vim Children: A Proviſo is 
< put in for Foreign Miniſters in their Houſes, pro- 
„ viding that their Prieſts ſhall be regiſtred in the 
« Secretary's Office, and be not natural born Sub- 
„ jects, nor naturaliz'd.” | 

This Act, tho' paſs'd on ſuch high Provocations, 
and much gentler than the Acts of El;z. and Zac. I. 
was never look'd after, or executed. 

The Principle it ſeem'd ro go on was, That it 
was lawful, to Arve the Papi ſts out of the Kingdom, 
and to prevent their acquiring any further Poſſeſſion 


among us; ſince it was plain and evident, that their 
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Principles were incompatible with our Government ; 
and ſince a long and very patient Experience had 
taught us, that they would ever act up to thoſe Prin- 
ciples among us, as long as they had a Popiſh Pre- 
tender in view, which they will doubtleſs take care 
never to be without. The Deſign this Act ſeem'd to 
lay a foundation for was, To do this in the gentleſt 
manner poſſible : not to depri ve any preſent Poſleflor 
of their Property, but to make it their Intereſt to 
ſell their Eſtates, and remove to another Country, 
their Children not being allow'd to inherit in This 
unleſs they would turn Proteſtants. This was doing 
them no Injury, nor touching Property : becauſe a 
Right to inherit, or to diſpoſe of Eſtates by Teſta- 
ment, or any other Deed, to take place only after 
the Perſon that executes that Deed is dead, are no 
— of Nature; but are wholly arifing from the 
Poſitive Laws of Countries, which the ſame Legiſla- 
tive Power which conſtitutes may allo alter. 

Some indeed were againſt having the Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiation and the ” 4 and the 
worſhipping of Saints made a Part the Teſt ; 
ſince theſe ſeem'd to be Points of mere Religious Per- 
ſuaſion, which no ways regarded the State, or the 
Security of Government: but would have made the 
only Teſt to be, a Renunciation of thoſe Popi/h Te- 
nets, relating to the Juriſdiction of the Pope, or any 
foreign Power, which are inconſiſtent with the Prin- 
ciples of Civil Society. 

Others ſaid, that by Experience it appear'd, the 
Papiſts had ſome way or other of coming at a Diſ- 
penſation to take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
Macy: For they had always gone on taking them, and 
renouncing the Pope's Authority, till the Act in 
K. Charles the IId's Reign, which requir'd the De- 
claration to be taken along with the Oaths. They 
knew, the Church of Rome would never give Allow- 
ance to their People to trifle with theſe Points, which 
were their great Burning Doctrines, as 2 
Tillotſen call'd them; juſtly coneluding, that the Blin 
Awe the People ſtand in of their Church could never 
be maintain'd. any other way, than by an inviolable 
mw” pe and an unmoveable Adherence to Non- 
cenie. 


II Rut 


z 
1 
4 
» 
Ky 
+F 
bs 
* 
”" 
$- 
«; 
: 
4 
LE 
* 
I 
70 
f 
* 
j 
. 
by 
A 
75 
1 
** 
N 
"1 


*% 


(58) 


But this is a Point that may deſerve ſome time or 
other a deeper and longer Conſideration. 
Q. Axxz's However, whether on theſe or on other Grounds, 
Reiga. this Act was not put in execution in the Remainder 
of this, nor during Q. Anne's Reign, which follow'd; 
tho' it was very viſible that the Papiſts were every 
where active againſt the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, and favouring our Enemies abroad, with whom 
we were then engag'd in a War; and doing whatever 
lay in their power to clear the way for Him, who 
was Spes Altera Rome, that he might ſucceed, if not 
ſupplant, the Queen, and to defeat the Act which 
ſettled the Crown on the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


King WHEN their livelieſt Hopes were defcated, and 

— Preſent King was proclaim'd, and recciv'd with- 

the Crown, Out any apparent Oppoſition: no Severities were be- 

gun, nor, I believe, thought of, againſt the Papiſts, 

till the Rebellion broke out; into which the Papiſt; 

univerſally went, and were the Principal Actors in it. 

Upon This indeed, when the Nation ſaw, that no 

Gentleneſs or Connivance could obtain of the Papiſti 

to fit ſtill, and that they could not be won to foreg 

the pleaſing Hopes of becoming Maſters again; the 

Nation ſeem'd to reſume the Deſigns that were on 

foot in the end of K. William's Reign, of ſecuring 

themfelves effectually againſt the open and ſecret 

Attempts of Popery. 

he AR And with this View was the Act made in the 

vows Firſt Year of his preſent Majeſty, To oblige Papiſ 
to regiiter their Names, and real Eſtates. 

In the Preamble of this Act, the Reaſons given f. 

it are, To bring the Papi/ts to contribute to the 

« Expence the Nation is put to by their Initigatio! 

« and Treachery ; To deter them from the like At 

& tempts for the future: And, becauſe the King 

« gives his Intereſis in the Two Thirds of the! 

« Eſtates. which are forfeited to him by Law, to tit 

% Publick Service, that theſe Two Parts may be 

4% ſeiz'd for the Uſe of the Publick, or a Tax laid 

„upon the Papi/ts in licu of it; And that theit 

, & Eitates'may be known for theſe Purpoſes.” The 

Act © requires All, who, not having taken the Oaths 

and the Declaration again Zranſubſtantiation, — 
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„have any Eſtate in Lands, Cc. in E:gland, Wales, 
« or Berwick upon Tue d, who are Popiſh Recu- 
« ſants, or Papiſts, or ſhall uſe and profeſs the Po- 
« fiſh Religion, to take the Oaths of Allegiance 
« and Supremacy, and the Declaration againſt 7ran- 
« ſubſtantiation, &c. if they were 21 Years of Age 
the June before, or elſe after they do come tg that 
Age: In default of which, they are to Regiſter 
their Names, and Eſtates in Lands, Cc. within fix 
Months after they have Poſſeſſion of them: And 
This Regiſter is to be ſubſcrib'd before two Juſ- 
* tices of Peace by either the Perſon Regiſtring, or 
* by his Lawful Attorney: And beſides, the * 
* cution ot This is to be prov'd at the Quarter- 
cSeſſions by two Witnefles upon Oath : The Penalty 
* of wiltully neglecting to Regiſter, or of Regiſtring 
* fraudulently, is the Forfeiture of the Fee-Simple 
of ali ſuch Lands, Sc. or of the Value of them, 
„if the Perſon had not the Fee in him: Two 
„Thirds of which Penalty go to the King; and 
One Third to the Informer and Diſcoverer, ſuing 
“for it at Law.” 

This Act ſeems to conſtitute the Regiſtring of 
Lands, Cc, purſuant to it, a due Convi'lion of ſuch 
Perſons as Popiſh Recnſunts : fince they are requir'd 
by the Act to Regiſter as ſuch, and are to do it be- 
fore two Juſtices of Peace, who by 3 Zac. I. c. 4. are 
empower'd to hear and determine matters concerning 
Popiſh Recuſants, and to convit them; and there 
_ no {tronger Conviction of a Man than his own 
Confeſſion, and his doing an Act to his own detri- 
ment in conſequence of that Confeſſion, when the 
Confeſſion was no ways extorted from him. 

This is the laſt Law made againſt Papiſts, which, 
I think, has been fince explain'd by another Act of 
the ſame Purport. 


AND thus I have gone thro a Scene of the con- gion 


ſtant Struggles of a Proteſtant Nation with a * on the Hi- 
erve N of the 


Papiſts. 


Party among them for about 160 Years, to pre 
their own Religious and Civil Rights againſt the Inve- 
terate and Irreconcileable Enmity of the other; whom 
neither Gentle Uſage, nor Threatning Reſolutiohs, 


have been able to reſtrain from taking all Ways and 
H 2 Means, 
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Means, fair and foul, open and ſecret, to force their 
Fellow- Subjects to return to the Boſom of their 
Church, and accept of a Popifh Prince at their 
hands, and to bow their Necks again to the intolera- 
ble Yoke of the Biſhops of Rome. 

AND from this View it muſt be confeſs'd, that, 
whatever Papiſts may be in other Countries, where 

erhaps they are leſs Bigotted, or have not a Poet 

ival to their Government ſo near in fight, or have 

too much natural Senſe and Vertue to be led after 
ſuch monſtrous Principles, which indeed, to be con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, they ſhould hold and follow; 
or for whatever other Reaſon it may be expedient to 
tolerate them there: yet among Us, it is plain, they 
will not be ſo eaſy. They will be contented with no 
leſs a Sacrifice than That of our Religion and Li- 
| berty. They will be for ever looking ax a Popiſh 
Pretender to our Throne, while any Hopes are left 
of Succeſs. And, even when there is none, they will 
deviſe the moſt extravagant and wild Projects, rather 
than not indulge their Inveteracy odd this Peſti- 
lent Hereſy of the North, as they uſually term it. 
They are, to ſay all in a word, evidently of the worſt 
and moſt bigotted kind of Papiſts. 

If there are any among them of milder and more 
humane Notions, they are but few in number, and 
never yet could form a ſufficient Party among them; 
but are look'd upon by the Bulk of them as Betrayers 
of their Intereſts. 

However, I heartily wiſh ſuch a Method could be 
found to diſcriminate the beſt ſort of Them, as at 
the ſame time ſhould not lay us _ to the worſt. 

But, that we may juſtly defend our ſelves againſt 
the avow'd Principles of the Church of Rome, which 
we find by a long and very dangerous Experience, 
for about 160 Years, have been very cloſely adher'd to, 
and conſtantly practis'd, by the Engliſh Papiſts, not 
only the Principles of Government, but the very Fun- 
damental Law of S/-Preſervartion teaches us. 

If this can be only done effectually, by driving the 
Papifts out of the Land, that Method muſt be al- 
low'd to be undoubtedly Lawful. And if the 


Good Nature of their_injur'd Countrymen will not 


ſuffer them yet to go ſo far with them, they ought 
T not 
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not to complain, if they make them now and then 
contribute a Small Part of That of which they may 
juſtly take the Whole from them, towards bearing the 
extraordinary . which the Nation is brought 
into, chiefly by their means, and on their account. 

THE Caſe is plainly the ſame with This: 

A Man takes it into his head to profeſs openly a 
Principle that leads him to murder, to tied, or to 
burn Houſes. He calls This Principle his Religion, 
and ſays his Conſcience preſcribes him theſe Actions. 
I would not, 'tis true, immediately inflict on him the 
Puniſhment that the Law aſſigns to ſuch Crimes; or 
indeed any Puniſhment at all; I ſhould rather be 
inclin'd to treat him as one whoſe Brain was diſor- 
der'd. But ſhould I find good reaſon to think, that 
he was endeavouring to put thoſe wild Principles of 
his in practice, I own I would not then be ſo patient. 
I ſhould not think myſelf oblig'd to ſtay till he had 
actually murder'd, or robb'd me, or burnt my Houſe, 
when he had given me ſuch fair Indications of his 
Intention, and I ſaw it was his fix'd Defign, and 
came from the ſobereſt Thoughts he was capable of. 
I ſhould not think I ated unjuſtly in That Caſe, if 
I took the Opportunity of his an 5 Maxims in- 
conſiſtent with human Society to drive him out of it, 
if I was able, And, if I had Temper and Courage 
enough to truſt him a while longer, in order to try 
entler Methods upon him, and to bring him to a 
— Senſe, I ſhould think I acted very mercifully 
for Him, tho perhaps ſomewhat too 
guardedly for Myr. 

In like manner, the Papiſts by holding the Infal- 
libility of the Church, oblige themſelves to receive 
and believe whatever is the Doctrine of that Infal- 
lible Church. Now I have ſhewn you before, that the 
Extirpating Hereſy, (which with them is Proteſtan- 
7iſin,) The not keeping Faith with Hereticks (i. e. 
Proteſtants) to the Prejudice of Holy Church, 'The 
holding the Pope's Juriſdiction (or the Church's, 
which amounts to the ſame) to depoſe Princes thar 

are Hereticks, or Favourers of Hereſy, and to ab- 
ſolve their Subjects from their Oaths and Allegiance 
to them in That Caſe ; are Principles eſtabliſh'd by 
the Church of Rowe, according to all the * 
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and various Opinions about the Reſidence of Infal- 
libility. And I have ſhown, (indeed it ſcarce want- 
ed to be ſhown,) that each of theſe Principles is en- 
tirely incompatible with human Society, or any Prin- 
ciple of Government in the World. And | have fur- 
ther proved, that theſe Principles are not only wild 
and enthuſiaſtical Notions, taught by Men whoſe 
Prains were turn'd by a Speculative and Monaſtick 
Life, and by an Aſſiduous Idleneſs: But, that * 
arc he Maxims Papiſts have almoſt always acte 
upon, and govern'd themſelves by, where they have 
had Power, tho they have had the Impudence to 
deny it, where they have had none : And particu- 
larly, that this Aſſertion is verified as to the Hgliſb 
Papiſts, by going thro all the Steps of their Beha- 
viour among us for the laſt 160 Years, ever ſince the 
Beginning of Queen Flizabeth's Reign: And This, 
notwithſtanding the great Gentleneſs and Mercy with 
which they have been treated by this Nation, even 
under the heavieſt Provocations ; and tho the ſevere 
Laws that have been made againſt them have ſerved 
only in terrorem, and have never been executed 
with any fort of Rigour, or for any length of Time. 
| The Conclufton lies very obvious: 

That it is therefore very Lawful, and very Juſt, 
even to bani ſh the Paprſts out of the Realm; and to 
allow no longer the Benefit of Law, and the Protec- 
tion of Government, to Thoſe who ought to be by 
their Principles, and by their almoſt uninterrupted 
Practice ſhow that they arc, and ſeem reſolved to 
continue, the Enemies of their Country, as long as 
their Country perſiſts in being Proteſtant, and in re- 
taining a Pretefiant King : And ſuch are the Papiſts 
of Enzland. 

And conſequently, the laying on them a Tax of 
One Hundred Thouſand Pounds for one Year, and 
being ſatisfied with doing This, is ſo far from being 
an unreaſonable Severity, that it muſt be look'd on 
by all impzriial Beholders, as a very ſoft and gentle 
way of dealing with molt Inveterate and Inexora- 
ble Enemies, whom we are ſo merciful as {till to har- 
bour within our own Bowels : And is ſuch a Warn- 
ing, as may, if the Papiſts will be ſo wiſe as to take 
it, procure to them in the end a ſhare in the Tolera- 
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tion; When they ſhall behave themſelves ſo, as to 
convince the Nation that they can and will be good 
Subjects, and make it in any degree ſafe for the Pub- 
lick to truſt them. And, if it ſhould have this ef- 
fect, it will prove the greateſt Favour and Kindneſs 
that ever was ſhown them. If it has not, it will 
Juilify to all the World this little kind of Reprimand, 
(I may call it,) and even much greater Severitics 
that may follow it, if This has no effect. 


BU T before I take my leave of this Subject, I 
ſhall, in order to deal fairly with the Papiſts, as I 
would with all Men, conſider the Objections which 
I have heard, and know of, againſt this Tax. 


The Iſt, and indeed the main Objection is, That 0bjeation L. 


This is contrary to the Principle of Toleration. 


But all that I have hitherto ſaid has been to an- Anſwer. 


ſwer, or rather obviate, this Objection. And I think 
it is fully anſwer'd: Unleſs any one will ſay, that 
the Principles of Toleration are contrary to the Prin- 
ciples of Society, and of all fort of Government; 
which, I am perſuaded, whoever may venture to 
fay, no one will venture to prove: And indeed, 
could it be prov'd, would be a much ſtronger Ob- 
jection to 4 Principles of Toleration, than ever 


yet I could meet with among all its greateſt Ene- 
mies. | 


THE IId ObjeRion is, That the Hiſtory of the 0v;ca. I. 


Anceſtors of our preſent Papiſts ought not to be 
brought in Evidence againſt Them; but that every 
one ſhould be only charg'd with the Principles they 
profeſs and raftiſe themſelves. 
To this i 

not produc'd to charge all the Crimes of their Fore- 
fathers on our preſent Papi ſts; but to ſhow the con- 
ſtant Effect which the ſame Principles with thoſe 
that our preſent Papiſts profeſs, or will not authenti- 
cally diſown, has ever had; that from thence we may 
judge, whether ſuch Principles are to be truſted in a 
Proteſtant Country. If the Papiſts deny thoſe Prin- 
ciples; I would ask them, Why did they not offer 
to the Government, on the firſt impoſing the Decla- 
ration againſt Zranſubſtantiation in King Charies the 
Second's Reign, to renounce all the molt pernicious 


Doc- 


anſwer, that the Hiſtory of Popery is Anfſeer, 
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Dottrines of Popery, if = might be ſuffer'd to re- 
tain in Peace rhoſe which could affect none but 
themſelves ? If they ſay, the Heat rais'd then againſt 
them was ſo violent, that no one would have had pa- 
tience to hear them, which is the only Anſwer they 
can give to this Queſtion: I ask them again, 
Why have they made no ſuch Offer ſince, when it 
has been plain that no ſevere Laws have been heap'd 
upon them, but on their being evidently concern'd in 
Defigns that tended to the Ruin of their Country; 
and when Thoſe Laws, that they have in a manner 
extorted from the Nation, have ' been ſcarce ever 
executed ? Why have they not done this fince our 
reſent King came to the 'Throne ; when, after the 
Rebellion in favour of their Pretended King, they 
were required to Regiſter their Names — Real 
Eſtates, that ſo they and their Wealth might be 
come at, if they ſhould perſiſt in their unkind and 
ungrateful Reſolutions againſt the Publick Peace and 
Happineſs of their Country ? 
No one among their whole Body, that I can hear 


of, has ever made an Offer to diſcriminate them- 
ſelves from holding the pernicious Doctrines I have 


mention'd, and to ſhow themſelves to be merely Re- 
ligious Papiſts. No—the Bulk, both of their Layity 
and Clergy, abhor ſuch a Diſtinction, which they 
think would break them to pieces among themſelves. 
And the Few wifer and better Men among them, 
with whom Nature prevails over very bad Principles, 
dare not expreſs their Wiſhes for fuch a Project, for 
fear of being branded as Betrayers of their Intereſts, 


and being thunder'd againſt from Rome. 


It's evident then, that the Bulk of the Papils re- 
tain the ſame Principles with their Anceſtors : They 
prove themſelves e Children of Thoſe who killed 
the Prophets. And, tho we are'not to puniſh them 
for Actions not their own, yet may we juſtly be al- 


 low'd to judge of the Effects their Principles are like 


to have upon em, from the Fruits which the very 
ſame Principles have always brought forth in their 
Pregenitors. In ſhort, we do not puniſh them in 
this Tax for any Treaſonable Actions, either of 
their own, or of their Forefathets : for, if we did, 


the Puniſhment would not be at all adequate to the 


Offence. 
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Offence. But we puniſh them (very gently indeed 
by a ſmall Zar) for maintaining ſuch Principles as 


cannot conſiſt with the Safety of — A This 
ly, or enthu- 


we do, not on their throwing out ra 
ſiaſtically aſſerting, ſuch Tenets; but becauſe we 
have had a long and dear- bought Experience that 
thoſe Tenets have had always their natural Influence 
upon their Actions; and that they are, whenever 
they have opportunity, but too true to them in Prac- 
tice. indeed. were we to take their own Word that 
that they hold no ſuch Principle, we may be ſure of 
being kept in the dark till they have it intheir power 
ro — them in practice. For it has been always the 
Cuſtom of that Church to deny with Impudence, 
when they were undermoſt, thoſe Tenets, which no 
one dared deny with Safety, when they were upper- 
molt. No—we are not obliged to wait till they con- 
feſs their own Shame. It is enough to juſtify us in 
difabling them, that we know what Principles they 
muſt hold in conſequence of Others which are their 
main Articles of Faith ; and, which is more, Princi- 
ples, which their Actions have always, and do yet 
plainly tally to; which ſhows they belong to one an- 
other. And therefore I muſt conclude, that the Tax 
in ion is far ſhort of what we may in juſtice do 
to ſecure ourſelves againſt This—call it Madneſs, or 
Wickednefs, or what you will—ſomething it is that 
threatens Ruin to Us Proteſtants : But, is ſuch a kind 
of Warning to the Papiſts, as may make them re- 
view their pernicious Principles, and reconſider them 
ſo, as either to give them up, or to begin to think of 
changing their Habitations : For they may depend 
upon it, we will not be forc'd to change ours, a 
leave the Field to them, if we can _ it. 


The IIId Objection is, That it is plain, Principles Obs. III. 


do not always ſway the Actions of Men, as one would 
expect; but that ſome are much better, and ſome 
much worſe, than their Principles ſhould make them. 
And, as Inſtances, they name the Papiſts in Holland, 
who are as true Dutchmen as the mg a and 
the Gallican Church, which rejects all thoſe Tenets 
that are injurious to Civil Society. 


I own this General Argument to be ſo far true, Auger; 


that I would be very unwilling to preſs on Men 2 
I © 
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the remote Conſequences which I may — to dif. 2 
cern, or think I diſcern, in their Principles, when q 
thaps they are not there, or they do not ſee them { 
| Rehe and, if they did, would diſlike them 
| as much as I do. I know this would not be candid 
| and fair Uſage. But then I muſt be allow'd, when 
| my own Safety, nay perhaps Life, is concern'd, to 
| believe that others ſee the immediate and moſt pal- 
| pable Conſequences of the Opinions they avow ; and 
1 not take their word for the Denial of it, when it is 
very much their Intereſt to conceal it, and much 
more Mine to diſcover it. 

It is true, the — may be quiet in Holland. 
But then they are not the truer Papiſts for it. They 
4 are by ſo much the leſs Bigors. They have no Pre- 
3 tender in view. The Memory of the unſpeakabls 

T Cruelties of the Spaniards towards them, while they 
Groan'd under their Dominion, ſticks .to them ſo 
cloſely, that they can never think of returning to | De! 
ſuch Maſters. And there has been no other Preten- | who 
der, who could ſet up even the Shadow of a Claim amo 
to the United Provinces, but the Spaniards. rick 

But muſt we therefore infer, againſt all Expe- dare 
8 rience, and againſt our Knowledge, that the Enghſb 
-H Papiſts are of the ſame Stamp? No—we know the | of 7 

| contrary. We have ſeen, that ever fince the Begin-Þ theſe 
. ning of Queen Elizabeth, they have had a conſtant | Syxg 
'Y Succeſſion of Popiſh Pretenders to our Throne; ex- and 
* cept in thoſe Reigns, where they have themſelves Whole 
born Sway at Court, either by having the Manage-] for m 
ment of a weak Proteſtant King, Gevern'd by a Po-] ciple 
iſh Wife; or by having a King who ſecretly was off ſo ofte 
their Religion; or by having one who was openly off it was 
it, and was govern'd by their Precepts, and ſhow'd Peace 
1 us an Example (never to be forgotten by us) of what has be 

* we might expect, if ever a Popi/h King ſhould fix nerally 
'q himſelf on the Throne of theſe Realms. But "This no oth, 
I have already ſhown more at large. | 

As for the other Inſtance of the Gallican Church If tl 
it is only the Party among them that oppoſe the 77 Blemit 
ſuits, who are againſt the Tenets I am {peaking of Counci, 
And it muſt needs be own'd, they are not the more ſacre « 
conſiſtent Papiſts for it. For there are Papiſts whq with 
hold Principles incompatible with Popery, as well of Na 
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as Proteſtants who hold Principles incompatible with 
Proteſtantiſm ; tho it muſt be confeſs d the former 
ſort are much rarer to be met with, than the latter. 

But allow This Argument its full Extent ; does it 
affect our Papiſts, who have been always, and are 
ſtil],- under the Management of the Court of Rome? 
Was not King James of the Jeſuit Party? Is not 
the Pretender bred up in the ſame Maxims? Are 
not almoſt all our Popiſh Youth educated abroad in 
the Jeſuit Colleges? How can we imagine then, 
that they are of the Gallican Doctrine with relation 
to the Power of the Pope, or of the Church ? 

But yield it were ſo, {till this is but one of the 
Deſtruttive Principles I mention d. Were This Prin- 
_ to be given up by them; there ſtil] remain the 

other, which are no leſs Formidable: The 
Principle of extirpating Hereſy by Fire and Sword : 
And The not keeping Faith with Hereticks to the 
Detriment of Holy Church. Where is the Papiſt 
who denies theſe? I won't ſay, no private Perſon 
among them has Good Nature enough to be a Here- 
tick ein this Point. I dare ſay there are many, who 
dare not own their Opinion. But I ask, What Coun- 
cil, what National or Provincial Synod, what Bod 
of Papiſts, Clergy or Layity, have ever diſown' 
theſe Two Tenets? Many, we know, Coumcils, and 
Synods, and Bodies of Men, have directly taught 
and deereed the Extirpating Principle. And the 
whole Run of the Practice of the Church of Rome 
for many Hundred Years has been for it. The Prin- 
ciple of Breaking Faith with Hereticks has not been 


ſo often openly approved or practiſed indeed, becauſe 


it was too ſhocking to human Nature, and made the 
Peace and Quiet of Nations too precarious. But {till it 
has been frequently practiſed; tho indeed it has ge- 
nerally been the laſt they have had recourſe to, when 
no other Method could ſerve the Purpoſes of the Sec 
of Rome. 

If the Papiſts would juſtify themſelves from ſuch 
Blemiſhes as Theſe, let them openly condemn the 
Council of Conſtance for burning 2 Hus, the Maſ- 
ſacre of Paris, the Bulls of the Popes diipenſing 
with Treaties and Oaths, the Breach of the Edikt 
of Nantes, and our Abdicated King James's Tran 

2 greſſion 
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greſſion of his Coronation-Oath, and all other like 
Practices: Let them condemn all the Cruſado s, 
the Courts of Inquiſitien, in ſhort all Burning, Dra- 
gocning, or Perlecuting of Proteſtants. No—the 
will never do it. The Guilt is gone too deep, a 
has ſpread too wide for them to Niſclaim it. 

And if they will not do This, let them not. think 
to ſhield themſelves under ſuch a thin Shelter, as 
ſaying They do not own theſe Tenets. And if they 
do this, they can have no further Regard for the 
See of Reme, that like a Charnel Houſe flows with 


innocent Blood, and is cover'd with the Carcaſſes 


and Aſhes of thoſe who have ſufler'd Death and Tor- 
ments for the Proteſtant Religion fince the Refor- 
marnon. | 

A IVth Objection is, That it is not equal * 
to puniſh Papiſts, and not Nonjurors; which laſt hol 
Principles full as * cen to Society as the Papiſis 
do; and make the ſame Conſcience of withdrawing 
their Allegiance from their Lawful Sovereign, to ſet 
up a private Whimſy of their own Brain. 

But the Anſwer is, that equal Dealing is not,, To 
be equally ſevere to every one that deſerves it; but, 
to allow to every one what Advantage ſoever they 
have a juſt Right to with an equal Impartiality. The 
King's Mercy in pardoning one 'Criminal does not 
oblige-him to puniſh none. There may be parti- 
cular Circumſtances that may make Mercy reaſonable 
in one Caſe, tho not in another. 

It may be pleaded in behalf of the Nonjurors, 
that they are of late Original, but ſince the Revolu- 
tion, and have not been ſo long tried as the — 
have. They are pony People, who were unhap- 
ily carried into the Notions of Slavery and Tyrann 
om the Fear of a Return of that Licentioufne 
which cauſed the Civil War, and the Uſurpations 
which were then cloak'd under the Pretence of the 
Love of Liberty. This made them ſcruple the 


Oaths after the Revolution, miſtaking the true Li- 
berty which was then aſſerted for the fame Licen- 
tiouſneſs which formerly they had juſtly abhorred. 
Theſe were the beſt, and the leaſt active of our Ene- 
mies; ſome of them Men of great Piety and Vertue, 


and ſome not ſo much as deſirous of a Change, 5 
| only 
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nly thought it unlawful for them to take Oaths to 
the preſent Government. They are by this Honeſty 
of theirs (very juſtly indeed) excluded from all Pla- 
ces of Truſt and Profit; ſevere Puniſhment enough! 
They will not help us We connive at them. Only, 
I think, they are doubly tax d to recompenſe to us 
this want of their Aſſiſtance. But ſtill, unleſs they 
proceed to greater Enmity, and grow more active 
againſt us, the Nation ſeems unwilling to go any 
further with them. We even bear with a guod deal 
of Spite and Virulence from them, which we rather 
ity, than reſent, in them, as the Effect of being 
ept out of all publick Employments. But, if they 
grow to act on Their Principles, as we have had the 
Experience of 160 Years the Papiſts do on theirs, I 
will not ſay, but we may be at length provoked to take 
the ſame a 
the Papiſts. But, I think, the Papiſts of all People 
ſhould be the leaſt uncaſy that we give the Nonju- 
rors a Trial for their Good Behaviour for ſome time 
yet, when we have born ſo long, and with ſuch un- 
wearied Patience with them, and yet have found 
them always the ſame to us. When the Nonjurors 
ſhow us, beyond diſpute, that they are full as dange- 
rous Subjects as the Papiſts, not only by Principle, 
but by Practice tov, they may come to feel in 
their turn, as well as the Papiſts, what it is to pro- 
voke Good Nature. But till then, the Papiſts mult 
excuſe us, if we no not exerciſe an unneceſſary Se- 
verity to the Nonjurors, tho' perhaps it might be 


ſtrictly Juſt, becauſe we exerciſe a Severity that is 
| grown abſolutely neceflary towards them. 


And. a further Reaſon may be given for turning 
the may an of Juſtice: towards Papiſts : be- 
cauſe we have great reaſon to believe, that theſe de- 
luded Nonjuring Proteſtants have Always been en- 
flamed by the Popiſh Emiſſaries, and made Tools of 
only to ſerve the Pop1/h Intereſt, and to build up a 


Houſe, not for themſelves, but for Papiſes alone to 
dwell in. 


| BUT this Accuſation is anſwer'd by the Favou- Ob v. 


rers of the Papiſts with a Vth Objection, That it 
does not appear, that the Papiſts are concern 'd in this 
preſent Conſpiracy. It is not prov'd, ſay they. 2 

| oſe 


rſe with them, which we now do with 


| 
J 
| 


Anſwer. 
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thoſe who are found Guilty ſuffer: But ſet not the 
Innocent ſuffer with them. Let us not be charged 
without Evidence, and condemned without Convic- 
tion. 

I anſwer very ſhortly, by owning, that we are not 
— the Papiſts in a Body for High Treaſon. 

ath would be their Puniſ:ment, if that were their 
Crime. But they are puniſh'd, becauſe they hold 
in Theory, and adhere in Prafice to Principles, 
which, being inconſiſtent with all Society, make — 
juſtly forfeit all the Benefits and Privileges of it. 
And, tho we might in ſtrict Juſtice baniſh them from 
among us, and deprive them of all their legal Rights; 
tho Self- Preſervation would jullify us in This: yet 
we ſo far have neglected ourſelves, and truſted ei- 
ther to their Impotence or their Relenting, that we 
have ſcarce ever to this day executed with any de- 
gree of Rigour the ſevere Laws we have ſrom time 
to time made, it ſeems, only to keep them in Awe. 
And even now, when the Dangers from the Popiſh 
Quarter thicken upon us, all that we do is, to raiſe 
One Hundred Thouſand Pounds upon their Eſtates, 
in order to help towards ſupporting the extraordi- 
nary Expence the Nation is forc'd to bear on their 
account. 

For God's ſake, whom is this Conſpiracy form'd 
to advance? Who are to reap Advantages from it ? 
Are not the Papiſts? Are t ey not to enjoy, (if It 
ſhould be our ill Fate that it ſucceeds,) a King of 
their own Religion, and their own Electing? Are 
they not to force him upon Us? To ſubvert our 


Conſtitution in Church and State? To overturn our 


Liberty? And to ſubject us to the Ravages of Arbi- 
trary Government, and the Cruelties of an unrelent- 
ing 54 ye It does not appear, (and yet we 
have ſeen their mighty Hero's — I ſay, 
it does not appear, that even Articles have been in- 


ſiſted on in favour of our Church and Religion, no 


more than of our Liberty and Property. I preſume 
that Thoſe whey many who join with them, (if any 
ſuch Creatures there can be,) are nor to be over 
ſcrupulous. And, for us, who are burden'd with ſome 


kind of Conſcience, and cannot caſt off our Regen 
an 
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and put on a new one, at the Word of Command ; 
we are to be the Sacrifices of the Ingratitude which 
the Papiſts return us for the Gentleneſs and Conni- 
vance they have (indeed, I fear, undeſervedly) fo 
long experienced from this Nation. 

think we have as much moral Proof, as a Man can 
defire in ſuch a Caſe, that the Papiſis are the Prin- 
cipal Authors and Exciters of our Diſturbances at 
home. Bur, as they are not on a Trial for High 
'Treaſon, ſo we are not to bring Judicial Evidence 
againſt them. It is ſufficient for our purpoſe, that 
their Conduct gives us good ground to put in execu- 
tion Thoſe Penal Laws, or ſomething not exceeding 
the Bounds of them, which they are very juſtly 
made ſubje& to, on account of holding ſuch Princi- 
ples, as make it impoſſible for Prot eſtants to live ſe- 
curely in the ſame Country with them, unleſs by 
their moſt evident Actions they demonſtrate to us 


that they do not follow any longer their Principles 
in That Point. 


A VIth * is, That, tho this Tax may be ovjee. vi. 


juſtified by ſtrict e yet it is not Good- 
natur'd and Gentleman. like to hurt Thoſe who are the 
civileſt and beſt-bred ſort of People in England. 


I believe verily this Argument goes further with aca. 


Moſt, than any of the former ones. And I muſt own, 
it would have gone ſo far with me, as to have made 
it impoſſible for me to give my Conſent to the lay- 
ing any Hardſhips upon the Papiſts; if I had not 
remembred, how That Softneſs of Manners, which 
they put on now, in King Zames's Time, and when- 
ever they have thought they had a ſure Game in 
their hands, has on the ſudden been changed into 
the moſt furious and outrageous Inſolence. I do not 
mean to ſay this of every individual Papiſt in Eng- 
land. I know ſeveral Papiſts, whoſe natural Tem- 
pers are ſo excellent that no Superſtition is able to 
corrupt them. But what I ſay is true of the Bulk of 
the Papiſts. And I dare ſay, the wiſeſt and beſt 
Men among them have often condemn'd this Beha- 
viour in their Party, on the foot of Politicks, as well 
as of Humanity and Good Nature. I wiſh heartily 
I could ſee a way effectually to ſecure the Nation 
from the moſt dangerous kind of Papiſts, which 


compoles 


— — — — 
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compoſes the great Body of them, and to diſcrimi- 
nate the more harmleſs and innocent kind of them, 
who, I fear, are very few in number. But it does 
not belong to me to contrive Schemes: And ſuch O- 
vertures would beſt come from themſelves. But I 
own, the Value I have for ſome Papiſts that are a- 
mong us would withhold my Conſent at preſent from 
any much Greater Severity to the Papiſts than This 
Tax; which (whatever Tragical Clamours may be ar- 
tificially rais'd about it) is in reality a very gentle 
Warning, and no more than a Scratch to awaken 
them, and make them bethink themſelves. I don't 
know, what ſtill higher and continued Provocations 
may exturt from me; (tho I think the Provocations 
already given are no ſlight Ones:) But I would 
chooſe rather to expoſe myſelf, and my Proteſtant 
Countrymen, 22 a little indiſcreetly, than to 
carry the Privilege of Self- Preſervation to too exceſ- 
ſive a Rigour againſt others. 

But, after all, it muſt be own'd, that when I have 
excepted a few (a very few) of the beſt ſorr, the 
Bulk of the ſoft and obliging * 2 are only Wolves 
in Lambs Cloathing, who would by the Affectation 
of great Civility only lull us afleep, till they think 
their Time is come, and the Day their own, till the 
Mafſacring Bell rings, and they receive Orders from 
Rome (which they dare not diſobey) to riſe, and cut 
all our Throats. 

AND now I hope I have made it plainly out, that 
Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, and even much ſeverer 
ones than this Light Tax on them for one Year, are 
neceſſary Conſequences from the Principles of So- 
ciety and Government, and even of Self-Preſerva- 
tion; and perfectly conſiſtent with the Principle of 
Tolerating All Men in Points of pure and abſtracted 
Religion. 

AND This anſwers the firſt Query put to me: 
Whether this Taxing the Papiſts was not a Penal 
Law againſt them, and conſequently unjuſt and un- | 
lawful, as being inconfiſtent with the Principle of 


Toleration ? 
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—4⁴ SHOULD PROCEED next to anſwer the Quazy I 


Second Query, Whether, if it be Lawful, it be Ex- 
pearent to do it? 


But I may very well excuſe myſelf from anſwering As»wza; 


this Query, by ſaying, that this properly belongs to 
the Wider 0 Perle, and chat ie may chaps 
not be ſo decent to argue this Point without doors. 

The Juſtice, and (as I may ſay) Lawfulneſs of 
Laws, is what every one, who is to obey them, may 
enquire into; and being to judge of them, before he 
car. in Conſcience obey them, has therefore a kind of 
natural Right to demand Satisfaction in this Point. 

But the Prudence and Expediency of making ſuch 
Laws, as are Juſt and Lawful in themſelves, is pro- 
perly the Truſt placed by Subjects in their Gover- 
nors. In Hritain this Truſt is placed in King, Lords 
and Commons ; and by them therefore ought by 
right only to be debated. 

And the Prefumption of every Subject's aſſuming 
to himſelf a Privilege to argue upon, and determine, 
not only the Pe of Laws, which he has a right 
to do, but the Wiſdom and Timelineſs of them, 
which often he knows nothing of, and to cenſure rhe 
Actions of their Superiors, if they don't ſtrike his 
Fancy, is, I am afraid, one of the Reaſons of the 
many fatal Parties and Divifions that are among us: 
And, I can't but apprehend, will ſome time or other 
looſe us That Liberty, which we know not how to 
uſe within its own bounds. For I queſtion much, 


whether unbounded Licentiouſneſs does not as natu- 
rally throw itſelf into Slavery, as Inſupportable Ty- 
anny works towards Liberty. 

B UT, fince it is the prevailing Faſhion, for Men 
to argue and talk with great Freedom of ſuch Points 
ut of their proper place; I ſhal! not be ſo ſqueamiſh, 
or ſo e as to decline anſwering this Query. 
ho” I ſhall not ſay much on This Head for another 
Reaſon : Which is, that I do not pretend to be ſo 
vell qualified to Judge of This Point, as of the For- 
ner. For to judge of the firſt Query, it requires 
nly a Man's conſulting his own Breaſt, and asking 


I himſelf impartially; What is Juſt ? Whether he. 


oes as he would be done by ? 7. e. not as his Self- 
Love 
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Love would make him unreaſonably wiſh to be done 
by ; but as, if the Caſe were His own, he would 
eſteem it juſt to be done by, and what his own Con- 
ſcience would tell him he deſerv'd. 

But, to judge of the Point of Prudence and Ex- 
pediency, it demands a perfect underſtanding of the 
State of the Government at home, and of the Affairs 
abroad. In ſhort, to anſwer 'This Query, as it ſhould 
be anſwer' d, requires a very able and compleat Poli- 
tician, which, I do not doubt, but know moſt certainly, 
that I am not. 

However I ſhall anſwer, as far as my preſent Light 
leads me, hoping for all candid Allowances for my 
Miſtakes, or 13 which, I can only anſwer, ſhall 
not be an affected one. 

IT CANNOT ſeem ftrange to me, that the 
Nation ſhould, upon the plain and apparent Grounds 
the Papiſts have given them to believe, that they 
have, not to ſay ſince the Revolution, but even fince 
our preſent King came to the Crown, had the prin- 
cipal Hand in ſtirring up all the Miſchiefs that have 
both threaten'd — empoveriſh'd us, both by the 
means of their Agents at home, and their Emiſſaries 
abroad; I ſay, it cannot, I ſhould think, ſeem ſtrange, 
that, on Theſe Grounds, the Nation ſhould be pro- 
voked at laſt to make the Papiſts feel ſome {light 
Marks of their Diſpleaſure: Marks, which really 
ought to be taken by them as Paternal Correction, to 
preſerve them from forcing us on uſing greater Seve- 
rities, ſhould they obſtinately perſiſt in _— Diſ- 
turbance to the Country that Ka ſo long and ſo kindly 
— them, while by no Rules of Society or 

overnment they could have claim'd any Protection 
at all. I own, to me it would ſeem, that a falſe 
Tenderneſs to the Papiſts, in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, would be to our Country, and to the Prore 
ſtants all over Europe, a moſt unpardonable Cruelt;. 
And even to the Papiſts themſelves, (unleſs we wer 
to let them overcome us in the end,) it would prove 
but ſuch a kind of vitious Fondneſs, as often in Pa- 
rents is ſeen to ruin their Children; and would only 
force us at length to come to much ſeverer Courſes, 
which a little prudent Chaſtiſement in due time 
might prevent. op 
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I confeſs, the only Reaſon that makes me in a 
manner glad of this 7ax, and overcomes in me thoſe 


Sentiments of e which might otherwiſe get 


the better of my ſoberer Thoughts, and carry me to 
riſque myſelf and — Country ſomewhat, rather than 
do a ſeeming Hardſhip to others, is, that I have 
Front Hopes, that it will enable the wiſeſt and ſe- 

reſt Men among the Roman Carhelicks to prevail 
over the Higotry and Madneſs of the Bulk of their 
Brethren among us, and give them opportunity to 
teach them more Wiſdom, and to make them ſenfible 
of the Folly of incenſing Thoſe, who they may ſee will 
not ſuffer themſelves to be ruin'd by them, and will 
never come quietly under the Clutches of their cruel 
and Bloody Church, but who would rejoice to find their 
Behaviour ſuch, as would allow them, with any de- 
gree of Safety to themſelves and to their Country, 
to make the Papiſts ſenſible how extenſive their 


Principles of Toleration are; perhaps, beyond the ri- 


gid Rules of Wiſdom and Prudence. 

Let not any Papiſt go to anſwer me here, that we 
2 nothing upon them to the contrary of what we 
efire of them. We are not Trying them at the Bar, 


but guarding againſt them. And we are not bound 


to ſeek the ſame Evidence for defending ourſelves 
againſt the avow'd Principles, and the juitly appre- 
hended Practices, of dechard Encmies, as we are 
for puniſhing any Perſons for Criminal Actions we ac- 
cuſe them of having actually committed: provided 
always, that we keep within the Bounds of Juſtice, 
which I have already ſhown you that we do. 

I fay it again, (and I will venture to anſwer for 
my Countrymen in this Point,) that I am perſuaded, 
that, if the Papiſts and their Adherents were quier 
and peaceable on their fide, and gave only as full 
Proots of it, as they have given of the contrary, no 
Extraordinary Taxes 1 be laid on them, no ſe- 
vere Laws made againſt them, nor even thoſe already 


in Force executed, whatever the Tendency of their 


Principles might otherwiſe juſtify. And therefore let 
the Papiſts remember, it is their own Fault, if they 
continue to ſuffer any Hardſhips ; for I have pointed 
out to them the way, and the only way, (except they 


look for Victory,) to avoid it. And I cannot but 
| K 2 think 


ObicA. I. 


Kaſwer, 


=. 
think they have Intereſt enough with their Friends 
abroad, to prevail with Them to let us alone : be- 
caufe it is very plain, that neither our Popiſh Ene- 
mies Abroad, nor our Proteſtant Deſerters at Home, 
nor our Rebels, can give us any conſiderable Diſtur- 
bance, but as they are ſupported and join'd by the Po- 
piſh Intereſt here. And — muſt think us very blind 
and ſimple, if they imagine we can't diſcern, when 


our other Enemies at home and abroad are encou- 


rag'd and back d by Them, and when they are not. 

And I muſt add, that the deareſt Friend the Pa- 
Fiſts have abroad, who, we are told, is ſo tender of 
their Concerns, and ſo addicted to their Church, that 
even the Hopes of a Crown cannot prevail with him 
to diflemble only ſo far, as to give but the Glimme- 
ring of Aſſurance to Proteſtants for the Security of 
their . I ſay, ſure ſo cloſe a Friend as this 
may ſhow his tendereit and beſt Care of them in not 
diſturbing us, (a Nation he has nothing to do with,) 
and thereby provoking us to attend to hm. I do 
not ſay the Papiſts are anſwerable for all his wild 
Projects to catch a Crown he has been taught from 
his Infancy to flatter himſelf with the vain Hopes 
of: But, I muſt ſay, without them thoſe Projects 
would carry little Danger in them : They would give 
us but ſmall Concern, even tho he were aſſiſted with 
all the Intereſt of the diſcontentedProreſtants at home. 
But I am afraid the Hopes of the Papſts run higher, 
and they imagine they have a better Game to play. 
But I hope they will grow wiſer, and that this Tax 
will bring them to ſuch Sentiments, as I know the beſt 
of them (tho few in number) have always profeſs'd. 

I SHOULD here conclude : But having met 
with ſome Objections againſt the Expediency of 
this Tax, I will endeavour to anſwer them ; that no 
one may ſay, I am unfair to the Papiſts, and diſſem- 
ble any thing which may any ways make for them. 

The Iſt Objection is: We cannot pretend to pro- 
tect Proteſtants abroad, if we proſecute Papiſts at 
home: We muſt expect Retaliation. 

TO This Objection I anſwer, That Charity be- 
gins home; and that we are not obliged to ſuffer 
Ruin within our own doors from the Power and Acti- 
yity of the Papiſts whom we harbour, to avoid their 
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unjuſt Repriſals on our Brethren abroad, the Proteſ- 
tants that live under them. And therefore, if [ have 
made it out, that the Tax in queſtion is highly 
neceſſary for the Safety and Security of the Nation, 
this Objection is already obviated. 

But, that it may not be ſaid, we leave our poor 
Brethren expos'd to the Revenges of their crucl 
Perſecutors, I muſt ſay further, that I do not find, 
that our great Gentleneſs for ſo many Years to the 
Papiſts here in England has ever done the leaſt Ser- 
vice to the Proteſtants abroad, bur juſt as far as we 
have had Power enough by our Arms or our Intereſt 
to eſpouſe their Cauſe effectually, and where it 
would not have been very ſafe to have rejected our 
Inſtances. The only Popifh Countries where Pro- 
teſtants enioy any Liberty of Conſcience are the Fun- 
pire and Switzerland. In Switzerland They enjoy 
it, becauſe They grant it ; and mutual Toleration is 
very happily a Part of their Civil Conſtitution. The 
Remembrance of the Oppreſſions they formerly un- 
derwent from Arbitrary Government keeps them fo 
firmly united together in the Defence of Liberty, 


that even Diverſity in Religion cannot wholly ſepa- 


rate them in Intereſt, tho it creates frequent Miſ- 
underſtandings and Uneaſineſſes among them; which, 
I think, is the ſtrongeſt Proof they could have given 
of their Averſion to Tyranny. 

In Germany, the 'Toleration of the Three Reli- 
gions, Lutheran, Reformed, and Popiſb, is eſtabliſh'd 
by Law, by the famous Edict of Paſſau; and has 
been ever ſince look'd upon as the Great Cement of 
the Empire. And deln thro it would be per- 
haps as deſtructive to the Intereſt of the Empire, as 
it would be to ours to ſuffer the Papiſts to go on 
with Impunity, till we let Their Activity and Our 
Indolence undo us. I know the great Intereſt our 
King has in Germany, which is now join'd to the 
Weight which the — of Great Britain gives 
him in Europe, has, and no doubt will continue to 
have, great Influence in the Empire. And we know, 
his Majeſty has ſo true a Concern for the Proteſtant 
Religion, that He employs his whole united Power 
to preſerve a due Execution of the Laws in Favour 
of the Proteſtants. But this docs not therefore * 

that 
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that our King, and our Nation, muſt fit fill, and 
ſuffer all the Inſolences and Injuries of the Papiſts 
here at home, (who even here might have been to- 
lerated, and ſtill might be — . at, if they would 
have been content with Toleration or Connivance,) 
for fear the Princes in Germany ſhould break their 
Agreements, and overthrow their own Laws ; which, 
for ought I know, might end as Tragically to the Pa- 
piſts themſelves, as to the Proteſtants. 

Iwill venture to ſay ſomething more in favour of 
the Proteſtants. And That is, that could the Pa- 
Fiſts fix upon them any of Thoſe Pernicious and De- 
ſtructive Principles which we prove undeniably upon 
the Papiſts; or if their Actions were ſuch as de- 
ſerv'd ſuch Principles to guide them; much more, 
if both their avow'd Principles and their open Ac- 
tions were of a piece, as I have ſhown Thoſs of the 
Bulk of our Papiſts are: I am ſure no Proteſtant 
State in Europe would have the Face to plead for 
their Fellow Proteſtants in any other Country, 

There were indeed ſome Madmen about the time 
of the Reformation, and ſoon after it, who had no 
other Pretence to be call'd Proteſtants, than that 
they were not Papiſts, Theſe Men were called 
—— Monarchy Men, and by other hard Names: 
They own'd no King but ous, and went about 
to ſubdue the World for Him ; but were every where 
guilty of Cruelties and Abominations very unlike the 
gentle and mild Character of their pretended King 
and Maſter. Did any Proteſtant Prince or State go 
about to juſtify theſe Men, or intercede for them? 
Did any one Proteſtant in the World plead for hn 
of Leyden's Pardon, or for Knifpperdoling's? No 
they abhorred and deteſted ſuch Principles, and ſuch 
Actions, and lent their helping hand to extinguiſh 
them. | 

It is true, Proteſtants have reſiſted their Princes: 
And Civil Wars have been rais'd and maintain'd on 
the account of the Proteſtant Religion. But have 
they been merely to advance the Proteſtaut Reli 
gion by Arms, and to force others to come into 
or profeſs it? No—it's well known, no P7oteſt an! 
in any Popiſh Country in Europe have taken Arms, 
but merely in their own neceſſary Defence, and not 
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till the 1 of Cruelty had wearied them into 
it, and brought them to that Deſpair, which makes 
Men prefer preſent Death to the length of Torments. 
Who'll wonder that the Extremity of Miſery ſhould 
drive People to riſe up in their own Defence? Who 
will condemn them for doing it? But where will 

ou produce the Cruſado's, the Religious Wars, the 
— the Racks and Tortures, that Proteſtants 
have ever uſed, or but _ to ſtir, againſt Papiſts 
in this, or in any other Nation; notwithſtanding all 
the Provocations they have every where receiv'd from 
them? No—Theſe are the Peculiar Triumphs and 
Trophies of the Church of Rome; truly and literally 
a Church Militant ! 

The whole Matter in ſhort amounts to This: The 
Proteſtant's Religion no ways diſturbs his Civil Ob- 
ligations, but, on the contrary, enhances and enforces 
them upon his Conſcience. He has therefore a na- 
tural Right to Toleration. He claims it, as the Pri- 


vilege of Human Nature, To chooſe his own Reli- 


gion, and to worſhip God in his own way. To di- 
ſturb him in this Liberty, is to injure him, and rob 
him of what is moſt his own. But the Papiſt's Re- 
ligion is no other, than a Principle that renders him 
the Enemy of all Society with thoſe who differ from 
him in point of Religion, and conſequently an Ene- 
my of the natural Liberty of Mankind in the ten- 
dereſt Branch of it. Therefore, His claiming Tolera- 
tion is no leſs, than claiming a Right to Tolerate 
no one elſe, and to deſtroy every one who reſiſts his 
Impoſing Temper. And, if Toleration is ever gran- 
red to Him, it is not granted as his Right, but in 
hopes of his better Behaviour (i. e. of a Behaviour 
very contradictory to his Principles.) 
So that a Papiſt, puniſhing a Proteſtant for his 
Religion, is Guilty of the greateſt Injuſtice imagin- 
able: A Proteſtant, uniſhing a Papiſt for what he 
calls his Religion, only defends himſelf from Vio- 
lence and Injuſtice, which threaten him. And the 
Papiſt, who allows a Proreſtant to enjoy his own Re- 
ligion in peace and quiet, does no more than follow 
the Law of Nature, and the Rule of the Goſpel, tho 
indeed deſerting his own Principles: But the Pro- 
teſtaut, who ſuffers a Papiſt in his CONES, 
02s 
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does what no Principle can ask of him ; but is a very Pol; 
Merciful and Courageous Man, tho at ſome Times that 


a very raſh and imprudent one, and one who neg- | Nat 
les his own Safety, and That of his Fellow Pro- exal 
teſtants, more than he can well warrant. Mar 


Objea. II. A IId Objection is, That ſuch a flight Penalty, as | ;, « 
| this Tax is, will not be ſufficient to diſable, but yet | ger 
enough to exaſperate and unite, the Papiſts againſt | 
us: and therefore the moſt 1 vg thing one can | epo 

be guilty of, To provoke an Enemy, and yet leave "1 
him Strength enough to revenge himſelf. this 
Anſver, TO This Objection I anſwer, That, inſtead of bapf 
being an Objection to the preſent propos'd Tax, it A 

is properly an Argument againſt the preſent and paſt | 1;441e 

Gentleneſs which is and has been ſhown towards Pa- the! 
piſts, and would drive us to much greater Severities fiſh 

than we have yet thought needful. And indeed, our | 76.4; 

beginning by ach gentle Means ought to be attributed from 

to the Hopes we ſtill entertain of —____ Pa- who 
piſts to become faithfuller and better Subjects, rather and 

than be blamed in us as Folly. We are not willin 

to cut off a Limb, while there is left any the leafi | 
Proſpect of preventing its deſtroying the reſt. It | 2. 
does not therefore follow, that we mult not uſe ſe- | WhO 
vere Remedies to reſtore it to Soundneſs, where the if che 

not uſing thoſe Remedics will force us at laſt either by ad 

to cut it off quite, or to let the whole Body periſh | 1ye. 

by retaining it. If this Remedy does indeed unite merit 

and exaſperate the Papiſts, fo as to make them be- . 

{tir themſelves more actively than ever to ruin us, | $4 ſay 

we ſhall find that it will be neceſſary, and what we and ' 

owe to ourſelves and to our Country, to come to the | heard 

Extremities and Rigours of Juſtice, which we would | Cong, 

keep off as long as we ſafely can. | 

As for the Danger to be apprehended from them, ture c 

tho I believe it is very great, yet I am perſuaded tainty 
the Government will keep ſuch a ALS od over gecur 
them, that they ſhall not be able to ſtir a foot, but | and P 

it will be known. And, I dare ſay, their Complaints very! 

(if they ſnould be ſo unjuſt as to complain) will not Bu 

encreaſe the Number of their Friends, but will only jnto t! 

raiſe the Indignation of all candid Perſons, who can- that ! 

not but be ſenſible, they have hitherto met, and do | them 


even now meet, with Compaſſion, in compariſon of 
that 
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that Rigour, which by all the Rules of Society and 
Policy they ought to undergo. And further, I ho 
that, if the Papiſts ſhould perſiſt in injuring the 
Nation after this gentle Chaſtiſement, tha it may 
exaſperate them againſt us, yet it will rouze all 
Markind, who have any Senſe of Juſtice and Right, 
in our Defence ; and convince the whole World, 
even Thoſe Proteſtants who have the moſt Tender- 
neſs for them; and the juſter Papiſts abroad who 
eſpouſe their Cauſe, that the Frglſh Papiſts are 
not to be reclaim'd, and that it is impracticable in 
this Country for Papiſts and Proteſtants to dwell 
— and eaſily together. 


the IIl-Will it muſt procure us from thoſe of the Po- 
Fiſh Religion, both at home and abroad; for this 
reaſon, that our greateſt and true Danger ariſes, not 
from the Papiſts, but from the ſwearing Jacobites, 
who take the Oaths with a Reſolution to break them, 
and who by ſitting looſe to all Reſtraints of Con- 
ſcience are at the more liberty to execute any De- 


ſigns they form againſt us: That therefore it is both 


merit ſome kind of Compaſſion and Pity. | 
TO This Objection I anſwer, That indeed I own'"Antre 


weak and hard, to turn our Reſentments from them 
who have done moſt to excite them, to thoſe who, 
if they deſerve ſevere Uſage on other accounts, yet 
by acting on Principles, and conſiſtently with them- 
ſelves, and not diſſembling their Intentions, at leaſt 


it ſays more than any of the others I have mention'd, 
and had almoſt prevailed upon me, when I firſt 
heard it, to be againſt this Tax : Till, upon further 
Confideration, I found the Argument amounted to 
no more than this, That it was a pity that the Na- 


ture of Man ſhould be ſuch, and ſuch the Uncer- 


tainty of human Affairs, that we can have no greater 
Security of the Fidelity of others, than their Oaths 
and Profeſſions ; which now, it's too plain, is but a 
very ſlender one. TH 
But there is no help for This: We cannot dive 
into the Breaſts of Men, and find out the Treachery 
that lurks there: Such 'Traitogs generally diſcloſe 
themſelves at laſt by Overr-Afs, but not till they 

L make 


Id Objection is, That, after all, we ſhall gain Obe tt 
little Security by oppreſſing the Papiſts, not worth 
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make the reſt of Mankind run thro many Dangers 
from them. All we can do in this Caſe for our -own 
Preſervation is, to make ſevere Examples, when we 
can tairly come at them within the Bounds of natu- 
ral Juilice. (I own, I think, Forms ſhould not pro- 
tet Them.) We may by theſe means deſtroy ſuch 
inveterate and dangerous Enemies, when we find 
them out, and terrify others who may have ſome Diſ- 
poſition to follow their Example. And this is all we 
can do in the Caſe of 'Traitors, who will take all 
Oaths, and give al! Aſſurances, to Government, 
only to enable themſelves to break them to better 
purpoſe, 

But I can never think, that This is to ſecure Thoſe, 

who have the Raſhneſs, or the Euthiſiaſin, to pro- 
ſeſs Thoſe Principles, which the others lock up cloſe 
within their Breaſts; and give us fair Warning of 
thoſe Intentions, which the others more deccitfully 
conceal, I am not obliged to let a Man declare 
himſelf my Enemy, and yet leave him Power to hurt 
me; becauſe, if he had been more reſerted and 
falſe, I could not poſſibly have guarded againſt, him. 
And I know not, whether ſometimes the Man wha 
avows his Principles, and acts according to them, is 
not a more dangerous Enemy, than the Perjur'd Vil- 
lain: becauſe the latter often brings himſelf under 
the univerſal Contempt which attends a Baſe and 
Ungencrous Character, and by that mcans looſes all 
Intereſt and Eſteem in the World; while the former 
by his ſeemingly Brave and Frank Conduct wins the 
Farout and Reſpect of many, who admiring the Per- 
ſon are the more eafily led to embrace the Party 
that is choſen by him. But, whether this 'Thought 
be juſt or not, I am ſure, This is undeniable, That 
it does not follow from its not being poſſible in the 
nature of things to guard againſt one ſort of Men, 
that we are therefore not to guard againſt another 
ſort, whom we can very cafily guard againſt. 

And among us, I mult conſcis for my part, I do 
not think our Danger chiefly arilcs from the ſwearing 
Facobites. It they had no Reliance on the Papiſts, 
they would be a deſpicable and helpleſs Party, load- 
ed with Perjury and Infamy enough to fink any Par- 


ty, but one that boaſts of {uch Crimes, and make 
Con- 
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Conſcience of committing them for the ſake of their 
Church, as Poprſh Bigars do. It is true, the ſwear- 
ing Zacobites are releaſed from many Difficulties, 
which Conſcience throws in the way of Thoſe who 
regard it. But then Papiſts are animated by That 
Conſcience to thoſe very pernicious Practices, which 
the Swearing 7-colites are only not reſtrain'd from. 
And I leave all the World to judge which is like- 
lieſt to excite Men to Miſchiet ; Not to be hinder'd 
by Principle, Or to be puſh'd on by it? 

As for the laſt part of the Objection, I allow, the 
DPapiſts deſerve Compaſſion. But ſo I would afford 
Compailion to the greateſt Criminals ſuffering the 
juſteſt Puni ſnments. I ſay not this, as if I put Pa- 
Fiſts on a foot with the greateſt Criminals; but to 
ſhow, that Compaſſion to others is very confiltent with 
ſuch Severity to them, as is neceflary for our own 
Defence. And it is a falſe Pity, pat Cruelty to 
Thoſe who deſerve our greateſt Care, to leave our- 
ſelves and our Country expoſed to Deſtruction, that 
we may ſpare Thoſe who would ruin both. But, as 
I faid before, having great hopes that this ſmall. 
Chaſtiſement will bring our Papiſts to Reaſon, and 
make them act ſo as to deſerve at leaſt Connivance, 
if not a Legal Toleration ; I cannot but flatter my- 
ſelf, that this Tax, inſtead of being a Hardſhip on 
them, will in the End prove the greateſt Kindneſs 
that could have been done them. If it does nor 

rove ſo, I'm ſure, That alone will make jt very plain 
that Papiſts deſerve no farther Tenderneſs or Re- 
gard from us. 


AND Thus I conclude this Subject, upon which Coxcr.v- 
I have been much longer than I at firſt imagin'd 1. 


ſhould have been, and perhaps have tired my Rea- 
der, if he has had patience to come ſo far with me. 
But I could not, in juſtice to myſelf, or in can- 
dour to the Papiſts, paſs over any thing that aroſe 
in my Mind, which appear'd to me either to make 


for them, or for the Nation againſt them; that I 
might not ſeem only to colour Matters over without 
entring into a full and exact Diſquifition. 

If I may ſeem a little too ſevere in ſome Parts, 


where the Subject in a manner forced it from me, 1 
hope 
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hope even the Papiſts will be ſo juſt to me, as to be- 
lieve me, when I ſay, that upon the whole I mean well 
to themſelves, tho I own my Horrour at their Prin- 
ciples; and that I am at preſent for ſome Severity 
towards them, not only for the fake of the Publick, 
that is endanger'd by their Principles and correſpond- 
ing Practice, but likewiſe in regard to — 
whom, I hope, ſuch a flight Smart, as this Tax 1 
have been arguing for, will recover from the unſo- 
ciable way they are now in; which muſt, if it con- 
tinues, end in their Ruin or in ohr. 

As for the Arguments of Expediency, which I have 
offer'd only to ſhow what Reaſons occur to myſelf, 
and what I in my own particular procced upon, I 
am ſenſible they may be very deficient; and } muſt 
truſt in That Point to Men, whom I am aſſured are 
much more knowing and wiſer than myſelf. But, as to 
the Point of Juſtice and Equity, I can never truſt any 
one, but my own Conſcience. And, I think, I have 
undeniably made it out, that This Tax is far within 
the Bounds of Jultice, and perfectly conſiſtent with 
the Principles of Toleration, and Chriſtian Charity. 
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